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 Fon some icme now aL[ of wu have 6een asking me xfo w&de
my menving but; because of my natural averdion o wniding at aru/
dength, I have kepd putting it r),ff as a dask doo difficult with
which 4o cope, ??ecen,{.[.v;, howeven, 1 dideavenid a clads in . Pezwonaf

Histony - provided fon senion citizens by Valenci Corrmun.dqz .7.‘ :

Codlege and the Institute of Lifetime. Lea/mmg This wurse, in in.
which I enmwdled, has endbled me o organige my thoughts and et
- codlecd notes and memrnabelia, Witk thig help I an now. neady.: ..
Ao embark on this uondenful adventure, I /:ope the nesults wx,d_. ¥
prove as interesting Lo you, my children, gﬂana"c/uld'/zen and
great-onandchildren, as it is exciting #a me, ' ‘
" AlL the characters in this aony ane real and any /zeaem(?lrmce
Ao actual persons, livingion dead, is definitely intended, : 1
have used actual names and real places,” I hope no one may’ ;’ee[
insulded, threatened, on othemvise hunrt: by my wnitinga, [ .. -
have described pevple and places as. I nemember them' from act- -
uality, on from others' memonies, C/u,(o{/zen may perceive and
nememben events differently - as may adults, At any nate, f .
have been as honest as possible in /ze,laiz_ng my meonies -, cznd I
emphasize ‘the wond mys il o
In descnibing evenis on placew before I was [ern, ,f ‘Lcwe |
nelied upon some printed madenial and: many things deAczuéed io |
me by olhens, Again, perceptions mcu,f well vany. : ;
Pensonal Life Hiodony was the name of the counde. w‘u_cll =
got this thing sdarted. Thats what it is - my pe/wf)nai ll_fe .
fudirJ&r,c - BY M - and I hope you enjoy neading it,

Be,f;{y [eww Powell, ‘
In 2he ¢ yean ¢f oun Lond /?7‘?-5’0
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ONCE UON A TINE —— A LONG TINE AGD

An atiractive yung gird named Letitia lomeStingen Lived in a amall Zoun; in
lowa - almost a suburb of (edar Rapids - a place called Marion. She Lived with
hen Grandmothen becauwse hen vun MNother had died when Leta was but six years old.
The Stingen family had lLived in this part of lowa fon many years and their toun
house was deeded under a "land grant" from the United States Government - which,
of counse, means that no one else had owned the land before them, They also
ouned three famms undenr the same land situation. The Foun howse was built in
1875 and was the first house in that vicinity fo have an "inside bathroom". A
beautiful tuv ostony brick fourteen room home ifmi played a nostalgic pant in the
Lives of several genenations.

A ﬂeu) ) 4 before this yung girl was fo graduate from high schood in
Marion (/ a new family moved %o Zown - their name was Lawis, They built a
home abowst a half block from the Stingen home. Mna, Lewis was a self-centered, g
unfriendly person who thought, because of her wealth, that she could move into a / w’ipr)
new town and take over as the society leaden, How wrong she was! She doon ,leamedﬂ
she wasn't welcome and was mone on leas snubbed by the older families. Needness f
to aay this s all building up 4o the old woan out stony abouthhe "boy-meets-girl
and ginl-meets-boy and they fall in love" siony, - much o the chagrin of both
families, Mns, Lewis fonrbid hen son, (hauncey Harold, 2o date Leta. [t goes
further without saying that this didn't atop the romance. (hauncey quit high school
in his dast year and left Zoun #o secure a job in (hicago.

Leta graduated with hen class in 1909, and, immediately upon graduation, she
and (hauncey were marnied in the living room of the Stinger family homestead. With
the good wishes and blessings of evenyne except Mns, Lewis, everything was going
fine until she walked up Zo the bridg aa#z%e neception and said: "You have my son
now - but I'UL have him back before #oo dong.” From that time on she made Life
migenable for Leta, and eventually, had ﬁeﬁmed&dion cgme true, But, then, I'm
getting ahead of my stony.

(Pictunes o { the Homesiead, my graat-grandfathen and great-grandmothen - o whom
the home belonged=vn next sheet., Also pictunes of Leta at graduation - (hauncey
at time of marriage - and a small pictiune of them both with thein pet dog, Rex,
in (hicago shortly after their homeymoon at /V;.aga/zawfaj,[A The #uwp smallen
pictunes of the tuv homes in Marion, Ilowa wene faken R S
pertect Ccma’,ufwn.z




The honeymon was spent at Niagara Falls; then back #o Cr‘uléago
Ao Zake up thein new life together. Their closeast companion was a hand-
aome Boston bulldog named Rex and it was ondy natunal that they had him
very dpoided, This went on untid Januany (9, (911 when the atork brought
them a baby boy - and they named him (hauncey Haroldd, Jn. Later - thein
firat big disappoinidment came when they realized they would have #o
part with Rex, as he was ext_nemely jealous of the baby and he was
showing aigns of what might evendually be a tragedy - 40 they found him
a home with a couple that had no childnen. .

In 1911, wince (hauncey, Sn, had previously had experience in
raidroading, he was offered a job with the (hicago, Milwaukee and 52,
Paul Railway 2o go West and help on the construction of the railroad o
be built through the Rocky Mountains - which he accepted, Finsd, they
were Zo be located in Tacoma, then (hehalis and finally Magtouwn, Washington,
While they wene in Tacoma; in 1912, their daughter was born, which they
named Elizabeth, although ohe was always called Betiy,

During the #ransition of moving from (hicago #o Tacoma, it became
necessany fon Leta Zo dpend a uhidecwith hen in-laws, the Lewis' who, by
this time had Left lowa and were now located in St. Maries, Idaho.
Grandad Lewis was also a railroad man and was transferned o Idaho.

Mra. Lewis Anied hen best o get Leta to do away with the coming baby
because she said Leta was "saddling” her son with one child after anothen
and was, ‘thenefone, holding him back from becoming somev e dmporitand in
his uwonk. She hechled Leta for such a dong Eime that .akg?iirlaug weni Ao
@ doctor and todd him she couldn't have the baby and that he must hélp
her by performing an abortion. The doctor refused as he said it was

much Zoo date - and that it upuld kill the baby am% dn all probabilities,
kill Leta #oo.

Leta went on 4o Tacoma o join her husband, and because of all the
aggravation, etc., she went into early labon and gave birth to a premature
baby gird on November (3, 1912, This was the daughter named Betty and
had she been a full term baby she would have been born on Friday the [ 3th,
913! ' : -
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Since ﬁeﬂe we Lived was quite primitive, the ondy house we had ufJ/i

fo Live mn “%’}f caboose on the construction #rainl rs ,7“’”‘/3
my brothen and mgset{ wene delighted with the arrangements particulanly
the aleeping as we alept in bunk beds built]into the caboose. It was

great fun Zo also ride in the caboose and dight-see from the uppen

windows. Later we Lived in some veny plaip @ontruction houses but 1

am sure my mothen and father were pleased to et out of the caboose. ‘
In 1916 we were Living in a amall Zoun called Maytown, Washington, [5 !

In the date spring of that yean, my Little friend Nellie and I went %@

walking through the woods 4o pick widd flowers and came upon a fallen
mnkofabweuﬁic&ﬁadmﬂed»wﬂliu;opedmdfea-6/Lea/u'_n9 %J‘
three bones in my Left wnist, My Mother took me 4o the next dargest

city where there was a hospital and there my am was put in a cast, As

we wene walking around a large department stone I saw a beautiful dodd

in the window and begged my Mothen 2o buy it for me, She wanted 1o buy

it but the price was 825,00, and in those dayo that was a lof of money.

Mother #old me . /] Md ve _’W';te a lettern o Santa and see if he

uould bring #he-dodl :

I wrote my letten 4o 5an,ta)and the nest of the year allh I could
talk about was that dodl! Part of ourn (hristmas tradition was o trim
the nee (hristmas Ec. (an wu imagine a huge tree - one from floon o
ceiling - and all decinated with Lighted candles?! it us, beautiful.
(hristmas monning that year saw me up quite eardyf- for I was looking
for that dodl - and I hunried 2o the Living noom 4o see if Sgnta had
deft it. I hunted evergwhere and no dodl was 2o be found. [ was crushed,
Then I noticed my Dad was atanding in a particulan cornen nearn the iree
and I coudd see a child's rocker juat behind him, fle happened to move
one leg and then I saw it! Between his legs I saw a Little shoe and ran
and found the big dodl aidting in the nocken, To this day I have the doll
and it has been the inspiration for me 2o have quite a hobby of codlecting
dodls. That same (hristmas I also received a chest filled with hand-made-

c[oihe.a o Lit the 3" doll, — a—’@”o lﬁ/{"{%ﬁ _,,.Mﬂ.é‘zz i
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My Little friend, Nellie Shelley, Lived Fus doun the atneet from
me. flen father, just before (hrnistmas that year, climbed the mountain
behind their home, felled a #ree and used the lumber o make the doll
chest which had contained my big dold's clothes. Of counse he made one
for kis daughten oo, I stidl have the chest and all my boys used it
for storage of thein Lincoln Logas.

[hat same ( celved four beautifis French bisque
dodls - omall ones > 6&%%(160 aix in [
have these dodls and have neyer deen any i em since.

One other incident #ha# stands out in my mind is a darling puppy
my Dad brought home o ws. He was a beautiful collie - and we named him
Dexten, My father wsed o go 2o wonk in he moaning and Fook a tnain ati
the cidy station to ride 2o the constmuction side. He used o let Dexter
ride with him and when they reached the construction site Dexter upuld
get off with him and walk bome, Then when it was time forn my Dad to neturn
in the evening Dexter uvuld walk #o the construction sité and climb aboard
the train and xt they wuld ride home together, A couple of years laten, ; '
when we left Washi plate and moved 4o Oklahoma, ye, felt we could pot v Y
e e gt B o 1 S L et
home. flowever, after ve had settled in the South we heard from the family et

,L..f’-‘,.‘p',,."'

that had Zaken him and they told us he deft theirn home one day and was .[aA.t‘i”'M/f ‘
seen walting at the contruction site dovading platform waiting fon Dad! 8 :
When I was foun years odd my mothen decided it was time that she e

should stant 2o teach me o play the piano. I shall never fonget the day
ourn plano was delivered - fon the man sat down and played a delightful ren-
dition of Dardenella) I was entranced and promised myself that I would
wonk hard and some day be able to play as well, My Mother taught me fon my
tirst two yeara,
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One summen we spent a Little time in St, Maries, ldaho, in the heant
of the Rockies and we went swimming! The bathing suits in those days looked
more dike a long long T-shirt, We gingerdy waded into the eodd clear waten
Lrom a mourdain atream - and then my Dad wanted ws o get wet all over - 40
we made one big apash into the deeper waten - in and then out in a hurry as
the waten wao ice codd and we doon Furned blue and whivweres shook all ovenr,
That satisfied ouk yen fon the summen sport of awimming for a long long Zime,

In 1917 my father accepted a position as superintendent of the Oklahoma,
New Mexico and Pacific and Santa Fe Railuays under John Ringling - and we
were Zo Live in Andmone, Oklahoma, (an wu imagine how thnilled we kids
wene when we nealized that John Ringling was the man that ouned the bigges
cincus in the world?!

After we were settled in Androne there wene numerows times when my father
g0 us out of bed at four in the monnring because the circus tnain had pulled
in duning he nite and they were unloading. We watched the elephants do all
the heavy Lifting and hauling and marveled at #he display of precision and
coopenation between the animals and uvntmen, When the huge ent was finally
enected it covered nine dange penforming nings - one huge centen one -
and four on each side not quite 40 lange.

Later that day abwegs followed the circus parade down the main stnreet
of the city, The ateam caliope always indnigued me - and that same caliope
L4 row in the Ringling Museum in Sarasia, In fact many of the circus cans
and cages arne there, I have seen the mtion picture The Greatest Show on Canth
many Zimes because it is exactly what I saw as a yungster, My grandchildren
will have to be satisfied Zo see the picture Zo fally understand what a thaill
I had as a yungoter as 2o wi;éneaaiheloading,wdw»&:adingo;fa,aﬁe
circus performers and panraphenalia,

I also had the pfu.vdege of visiting in the beawtiful private nailroad
car of Mr. and Mra. John Ringling - and even had dinnen there one nite! M,
Ringliing had a beawtiful huge German shephend dog (atnaight from Genmany and
responded only o the German lcmguag,e) which was considered the smartest and
langest shepherd in the world. Mrs, Ringling had the tiniest dog in hé wonld
and both dogs had xam chains that were pnlled up #o the table 1o eat wish’hew
odbkerAedtid and the butlen served them as he did everyone, They had beauwtiful
table mannens.4ew,
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splash indo the deepen (a nd colder) water - in dind out in a hurry as
thef B ice cold (aften all - it was the melting of the snow and ice of
highen elevations) and we svon turned blue. This satisfied oul yen for ¢
awimming in the Nonth and decided we would wait until we moved South o
irza’w(ge again, :

In 1917 my Father accepted a position as Superintendent of the
Oklahoma, New Mexico and Pacific Railuay and Santa Fe Railway under John
Ringling - and we were #» Live in Androne, Oklahoma, (an you imagine how
thrilled we hids were when we nealized that John Ringling was the man that
ouned the biggest circus in the wonld?

After we wene settled in Andmonre there were numerows times when my
Father aroused ws at four in the morning because the cincus #nain had
pulled in during the nite and thegwwere unloading, We watched the elephants
do all the heavy lifting and hauling and manveled at the display of pre-
ciaion and cooperation between the animals and workmen, When the gigantic
Zent wns finally erected it covered nine large performing rings - one
huge center one - and four on each side not quite 40 large,

About ten in the mynning of the day of the circus the big panade #ook
place down the main stneet. The ateam caliope always intrigued me - and
that same caliope is now in the Ringling Museum in Sarasota, Florida. In
fact, many of the circus carns and cages are there. I have seen the motion
picturelhe Greatest Show on Earth many Zimes becawse it is exactly what [
saw as a youngsten, My grandchildren will have 2o be satisfied #o see the
picture o fullyunderstand undezsand what a thaill I had as a youngeter as
to witnessing the loading and unlvading of all the circus performers and
paraphenalia, Lor)/eing back now, when my eldest son was about nine years of
age, and we lived in Peoria, Illinvis, I was excited #o take him #o gee
Ringling Brothers (incus, anticipating what I had knoun as a youngiter- but
was disappointed because the cincus had beencneduced in sige greatly and,
it seemed 4o me, had oot a lot of its appeal - but then this could also

" have levelled o {f with time and age. P4

I also had the privilege of visitdng in the beautiful private railroad
car of M. and Mrs. John Ringling, as well as enjoyed having dinner with them
oné evening., M Ringling had a beautiful huge Gemnan shephend dog (direct
Lrom ge/rmany and /LeA;erLdeof onlg 2o the German ,[ang,uag,e}. This was Au.ppodeaf
2o be the largest sherhend in the wordd, On the othen side of the coin,

Mra. Ringliing was supposed 4o have the smallest dog in the world, Both

G-



The year 1917 had a few bad times for me oo as both my brother and
I had the measles and had o stay in quarantine, Laten in the year I be-
came veny ill again and it was diagnosed as diptheria, I undensiand I nan
an extremely high fever and was comatose for many days, My parents had o
hire a registered nurse Zo be with me day and nite, The necovery period
seemed dong and dnaun out Zo me - but now I know I was lucky Zo have o
dived through it, Today the childnen are inoculated against this dread
disease and we very seldom hear of it.

At the close of World War I in 1918 my Mothen, brother and I were again
in Marion, lowa visiting, My Great Aunt happened o be the head of the Red
(n0ss at that time and she invited my brother and me o lead the verny finst
Ammistice Day Parade! I was dressed ad a Seotch Lassie and my brother as
a soddien, How proud and thrilled we werel- however, before the parade uns
overn we grew Eired and hot and I wanied #o nemove my coat. My Mother made
my brother carrny it fon me, explaining % his was the gentlemanly thing o
do, and reluctanitly he did 4. At the age of 9 Little boys cane Little

about waiting on the ladies, especially sistens.
Back in the days when my ,ﬁgiﬁ.@z wad with the railroad - the superinten-

dents had the pleasure of neceiving passes for he and his family for any
2niin in the United States - hence the travelling we did eveny summen.
I aluays got rain aick - since in those days the smells of operating the
Arain wene verny atrong and there was no air conditioning. I wsually passed
the ponter upon entering the irain and said "please bring a pillow o com-
pardment so-and-40" and I was passed out fon the trip! Juot to awing in a
po/tcft wing. was agony ;&M. me.

My father Zodd me of quite an unusual happening on one of his Zrains.
There geemed 1o be a seige of people suing the railroad company for accidents.
One {ypical example was where a. Aittle g,m,l received a broken amm from a
window which had unexpected(y (c(vadezﬁ Aﬂeﬂ. the count hearing we found that
the father had slammed the window on his oun daughiten's amm g0 that he could
aue the railnoad for a financial settlement. (ven in those days it seems
child abuse was flourishing.

In 1922 on 1923 we had oun first visit from my Grandmother Lewis, She
preferred fo atay at a local hotel even tho we had room at our home fon hen.
She refused o let me call her Grandmother - it had 2o be Aunt Mame! My
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mother told me later the visit was %o bring expensive gifts o my father

and tny Zo get him to move back out West (without the family, of counse)

with promises of a much finen dife. She left travelling money and a #icket

Zo the Rose Bowl Game fon that particulan New Yean's Day, excluding Mothen. (,,:. E:”Q
My fathen accepied and was gone on an extended vacation. This was i]zef ot f A ?g .
beginning again of her plan 2o break o op my parents, T .WM e 1/"/“/':;

Also in 1922, the yearn I was about ten, on the afternoon of C/uumémad
Eve, I leanned, much o my chagrin and disbelief, that there really wasn't
a Santa (laus, and that our parents gave us moat of the gifts we received,

A Little neighbor gird Zold me this unsettling news and I nan home and
asked if what she Zold me was tnue. My Mother had #o 4it doun and explain
it all 2o me - and from hat time one - except for the neligious aspects
of the holiday, (hristmas dost some of its maagx,c - as I am sure it did for
others Like me.

About this time also myMother and Fathen had quite a thrill, for one
of i&eiifgfﬂ,éendd)uﬁo was a docal docton, had his oun ainplane and invited
them 2o iake a nide. This was one of the open cockpit three seaters and
my Mothen #odd me the noise was fience and,if they wanted #o communicate
with one another, they had Ao write it on a slate, I didn'# get my finst
airnplane ride until many years laten - and it centainly wasn't an open
cockpid)

We had an intenesting situation in the schoods in Ardmore at that time
since the Indians were aliending, Oklahoma was the home of the five
civilized inibes and thene were many Indians in the locality, I was in-
stnucted do be careful about what I said o my Little playmates as some of
them might be Indian and I might hunt thein feelings, I quess this was my
tirat lesson in diplomacy, I particularly nemember a really cute Litile
blonde, blue eyed girl named (hiquita Mathews who searched and seanched in
hern herédity fon even a amall amount of Indian blood because she and her
family wanted o move o the Indian Government Reservation o live. She
{Ina&y god her wish, There was aloo a dark oskinned g,uzl named Lucille
Bunria that 1 Liked very much and cultivated hen friendshin. Looking back
now, it seems it wasn't much different from today when our children have
integrated with ithe black childnen, I have always nemembened the high achool
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fvoiéa.u cheern which went Like this:
(hickasaw, (Chockétaw, (herokee, Cf:.eefe
Andmore r‘/LgfL Schood can't be beat,

This, of course, was in honon of the five civilized iribes that had
settled in Oklakoma - the {ifth being the Seminoles.

I was quite busy with my muwic at this time and atill practiced tuo
on three hourns per day after schood; during summer vacation it was six
hours per day. In my tenth year my music teachen, Professon Lowenstein,
decided I was neady for my oun recital. So - believe it on noit - I was St
honored with such a /Lappen,t‘.ng, and wad p/ze.dem‘_ec[ with a cute miniatunre ’Z[//I _
baby grand piano (which I still have) and also a 85.00 gold piece which
was beautifully wrapped in a Little enameled box, I atill have that #po,

If I have ded wu o believe that I didn'# have much fun in my Life
at this time - I will hasten 2o say that I was aaegulaaiam-&)g/onm my
Mothen :Uzowg/ii} I climbed #rees, made ostidta and walked on them, roller
okated incessanily, smashed empty cans 2o modd 2o my shoes and walked
on them, My brother made skooters for us (they looked Like the present.
skateboards ondy with moller skate wheels and a Zall handle going up the
front 2o hodd on 4o and #o help gu,ic{e.} He also made some apectacular hites
that I helped him fly and we had hours of fun with that, My Mother also
dold of the flallowe'en nite she uouldn't let me go out with the neighborbood
children because I was the only gird with nearly twenty boys, I was crushed
and thought I had the meanest mother in the wordd, We had a huge mulberny
tree in our front yard and wheneven my Mothen couldn't find me in the house 2 JJJ'Q"”
orn yard, all she had Zo do was look up in the tree and there I upuld be - 1) L e
aitding comfortably in the croich of duv huge branches reading a book, A,,(ng;;“;z/ﬁw
I adwaws used 5¢ of my weekly allowance o 6ugaceﬂiainaudayduc/aea P
because it was the langest I could get for the money and, believe it or noZ,
A did last nearly all day - Living up o its name. Aften dark and eardy in
the evening, all the n.eugﬁ&mﬁood kida goi together and p(agecf hide and seek,
on'odlie ollie outs in ,{)zee - on, if we @uldn't get up envugh to play games
we could aluays find a big W;.Zlm we had punched holes in the #op and would
90 out and catch Lightning bugs and watch them Light up the jar, uniil Zime
2o ge Ao bed, ithen we would allow them %o go tree,
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Since we had passes on all #rains, many of our summers were also Q7
apent on my maternal grandfathen's famm which was located between Elhaden *
and Volga, lowa, By that time my Grandfather had nemarnied and he and my
atepsgrandmothen had a son and daughten (which really wene my aunt and
uncle altho "they were only one and tuwo years older than my brothen and me,)
I always loved %o ride honses and I was initiated on some huge lowa work , i ©
honses, uhich I rode uhile my grandfather ploved the field. Thein backs DF " .
were 40 broad that I must have looked like a Little mosquito riding them ,}';' i ;;_'.'-“-”"‘(.
and they probably felt I was #oo. Their names were Nellie and Oodlie and ”} }
 how I loved those honses! My wung aunt and uncle had their oun nice ¢
ponies, but when we went to Foun every Saturday nite, I had to nide Nellie.
Saturday nite was a a_%y)éé@%&ggﬁéwwégme we had 25 2o 4apend any

s,

A L)

way we dw.de.’f]Waiwwﬂg I chose the kind of candy that wuld last the
longeﬁ:é and Znied do make it stnetch until the next Satunday nite, We also o
went ;/emg-déppinghm the horse trough on extra hot a/ay/J - ot the four o Wgﬂ;
us of counse - but we girds ook oun turn and then the boys had theinas. M"ﬁiﬁz;"":"is
119 a shame the city chiddren Zoday are missing all the pleasures of the farm rfr—f o
even tho we had no indoonr plumbing, and our 5aiww.’ay nite bath was usually é}ﬂ i
in @ hugh wash #ub in the middle of the hitchen floon with waten heated o
overn a wood stove,

When harvet time arrived, the farmenrs would help ane anoher and take
turns threshing the wheat, baling the hay, gathering the corn o dry, etc.
The men were in the fields by four in * he monning and by eight on nine the
wives had congregated and cooked fried chicken, hams, sausage and all the
beautiful biscuits yu could imagine. This went on until each fanmen in the
neighborhood. had their harvesting completed fon thewiaten = and. then a huge
"Settlen's Day" Barn-B-Hue was planned. The man would butcher a cow and a hog
and 4pend many days cooking them over an open 4pit and then the wives would
bring all their home made goodies and what a feast uvuld be enjoyed. How
sad all 2his is now a thing of the past, Most canning is done in smallen
quantities fon the modern freeger has eliminated much of the hard work in
preparing the meats and vegetables for the long windens, I am glad for %_% e
e s b ki, edas, Gk o i eliiira e seichof ke gkl conmania ™)
and {niendship between neighbonrs. '
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One summen we decided #» spend a great deal of time at Sylvan Beach
just out of Galweston, Texas, It was uondenful until one weekend my father
and I were wwimming in the surf and didn't realige how atrong the undertow
was and wene being awept out o sea before we knew what was happening. At
2he nealization my fathen #ried Zo get us in, but even he couldnt, and the
next thing we wene conscion of was that we wene being fowed Zo safety by
the Life guand, This deft us drained of enthusiasm, and considenrably mone
nespect forn that powerful ocean out thene, and we cut our vacation shont, M

I forgo #o mention that my Mother managed 4o keep me quite buay, '@ /d

what with my music dessons, I also Hook acrobatic, tve and ballet danding
and elocution, I doved the dancing and was fortunate enough o be chosen
1o appear in several local vaudeville shows. I never had any aspirations
2o become an actress, on professional dancer, but gust Likelto do it for
the pure fun of it

I guess the mat exciting and thnilling expenience I had while growing
up in the wild country of Oklahomg before the days of much law and orden
was the summern I was eleven, That yean my father had punchased a beautiful
new Buick fouring can, It was aodid ned - in and out - tnd was equipped
dith those ising glass "windows" that had o be put up in a hurny should a
sudden rain shower developex, Needless #o say, we decided fo drive 4o
Iawa:ffzai.dwme/zinmfeadoffuidﬂtgiheiﬂain. The ;ﬂbwi cfayon.affte/wadwe
had #rouble with a tire and, after using the spane #o get into a toun called
Drumnight, we pulled into a filling atation and asked the man if he would
Lix the tire while we went across the atneet #o have dinner. fle did - and
when we retunned o pi.c/a up oun tan he said: "Sin, are you p,[cmm'.ng to
drive on funther Zonite?" My Dad said: "Yes" and the man continued: "I
wouldn't do it if I were wu as we have had a number of highway robberies
lately - aluays on a Thursday nite (and #his is Thuraday). The Sheniff is
Arying his best #o catch the robbers but so fan no duck. Thene is a nice
hotel in Zoun and my advice is Zo otay there tonite and continue on in the
daylight tomonrow. The noads are not #oo good and there is a certain bridge
and an abrupt turn in the noad where you have Zo sdow doun o a nean Ax‘op,
change gears, and continue on up a slight hill and over the bridge;
is where the nrobbers woually are,” My Dad was Listening #o all this, o;f [V
cournse, and then said: 'Ok well, I am not afraid and I can pump a 45 as P
guick as the next fellow!/ So, we got our tire and off we went into i/t;j{i g
nite, oo

= 10 = \,3“/};
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We hadn't gone far until my mothen said: "Don't you think we shpuld
considen what the man said and make some kind of prepanation hould this
happen 2o wa?" S0 - my Dad handed my Mother the "45" gun and also a nodl
0 ;f travelens cﬁecgued which oshat "did up.?' in hen long, hain, He also ex-
changed watches with my brothen, aince my brother had an inexpendive
I@Woﬂwoﬁdwicﬁardmyfaﬂluﬁadm ;faﬂlmd raidnoad watch,

Hle todd (hauncey to slip the good watch behind the seat A/zou,[d anything
Zake place,

My Dad was dm_w_ng, my Mother on the seat beside him - my brother
dinectly behind my father and I was behind my mother on the rear seat,
When we cameto the shanp bend in the moad (and we wene driving in heavy
sand) we had # atop, shift geans, and make an effort to go up the Angfuf
incline and over the bridge. [There were no paved highways in thodedays.

Ad we hesitated in onder o shift gears - a man jumped on the right
nunning board and leaned in the caaandmiméec{agunairhgfa«fhez; Ahis
only lasted seconds as he saw that my mother was holding a gun on him, 40
he pointed his gun at her. My Dad shouted "For God's sakl. don'# shoot”,
fle was afraid he would kil my mother, on should she also shoot, perhaps
his reflexes might get him or one of we children in the near seat, The
nobben said: " I won't shoot if wu do w/zai I say; firnet , give me the
qun (Mmymﬂmdcd/wzda%en&eama’ back mn up and drive down the
road, which was beside the stream the bridge ran over, into a huge pasture
on operung,”) This.we did - and when we arrived several hundred yards from

he highway we saw that we were noi the only ones that had been stopped,
TAe/ze wene about 25 cans doun there then and before it was oven there muat
have been close 4o 75. The robber Zoldd us where o park and nequested that
Noher and Dad get out of the car and go with him Mother did not want #o
deave us in the car alone but the robben said we would be alright., We
were, oo, altho' once during the counse of the time we wene thene anpthen
bandit came and seanched the can but didn't make us get out so the watch
was safe,

There were three nobbers uvnking i/te highway - one hiding unden the
eas§ side of the bridge #o catch any cars from that direction; and one
from the west side 4o do the same - while a third bandit kept ithe adults
dined up in the field with their hands up. After what seemed an eternity
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we heand a shot and mother said the bandit said "they got our buddie - we
have #o deave", This meant that they wene #o take someone's car Fo make
theirn getaway, It came Zo a choice of either our new car - on a brand
new Hudaon that belonged o a honeymoon couple. My Mothen #old them "Go
ahead and take the car - we thought we had bought a good carn but all we
god was a lemon and haven't had anything but trouble with it since we
bought it". She nan ihe car doun 40 much the robbens decided to take the
Hudson and it cauded the Little bridge Zo become s0 distraught that she
My Father did his best #o get out of that place as fast as he could
and try o tail them, Wewemﬂaijzdonfouﬂiﬁ car and what a nace fo the
next toun of Supulpa) Ao we approached the city we could see that a huge
factony was burning and all the fine engines were thene, plus half the
nesidents of the city who had come %o see the fire. The robbens hnew they
couldn't nace through that blockade 40 iﬁeypcm/eed the Hudson and the tuw
men dook o thein feet and nan, leaving their wounded buddy in the can,

My Dad, of counse, like many others, weni straight to the sheriff and told
all we had been through, This time we registened into the hotel and in zhe
monning he Sheriff's office called for my Dad 4o go doun and identify
the dead man that they had found in the Hudson, This he did and it was
quite fortunate because it happened that the dead man had my father's
billfokd and gun on him. . Since we neally didn't lose anything - it was
quite an expenience, and 2o this day I have a vivid pictune in my mind of
what Zook place that nite. Thene wene many Little human intenest sdinries
we heard dater from those who also participated in the nobbery - but are oo

numenoud o mention here.
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Qﬁ A 1)

The year I uwas /J//Aaw me in Idako with my pateanal grandparents, W
This was the small Zoun of 5. Maries, Kooenai County, in the heart of the /) le’
R«)cfey Mountaine, The Lewis home was Zocwéed on a high peak (which had g oun ﬂ/‘rf”
apinal drive tand #his, of counse, enhanced the beawtybf the suwmmoundings).” G 7
The house overlooked the valley uhene the main part of the town was located, i
The front yatd was laid in terraces, and, much o my delight,because it was y
oun favonite skiing place in winter, 1f we wenen't skiing we wene using oun @2
achool books as a aled and sliding doun the ateps which had frogen oven, i
I learned ice skating 2hat yean, alsw, and I loved it - but my firet dove
was really rodlen skating,
It seems my Mother and Fathen had sepanated fiemp'mandéz 1] ﬂwug/uf)
and I was sent 4o ldaho 1o be with my father's parents while my Mother and
brothen went o Manion, Iowa o dpend a Little time with hen relatives, This
proved to be a yean when I learned many things, simply because the Living
conditions were 40 different from what I was accustomed %o - and perhaps 1
was entering the period of my Life when I was much more aware of Life and the
things that surrounded me,
Fon instance: I was absolutely entranced when I finot saw the beau-
2iful piano in the living room - it was a (Chickening concent grand and the
drean of any yung pianist and an inspiration o make them want % practice,
Then I was given a beautiful Anabian pony. My Uncle (harles was, at the ime,
attending militany achood in Cw&.ﬂ)/zma and my Grandnothen had hree of his
militarny uniforms tailoned Zo fit me for riding habits, I just about Lived
on that horse, One Su_nday when I was dressed in my ".Suna&zg best", which con-
aiasted of a broun taffeta accondian pleated dress, and dong broun silk otockinga,
I asked if I could walk 2o the village 4o visit one of my gird friends, The
anawenr {was yes - with one provision - and that was to definitely np get on a
honse. Of counse I promised - and,of course again I brokethe promise. My
o0ind friend also had her oun pony and I asked her if I could ride - bare backed -
and with my nice clothes] Well, I took the honse on a tripnaround Zoun and
Anied him out 2o sae how well he could trot and gallop., This uuld have been
fine except that it had been naining and #he sinreets were wet, As we turned one
cornen we wend from a muddy road 2o a paved sineet, and the honse's hoofswere
alippery and he alipped and fell, throwing me #o the opposite side of the sinreet,
The honse got up and 40 did I,and the firot thing I looked at was my left knee
2o see if I had Zorn my hose, Mo - no Zear! How ducky can yu get? Howeven,
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I neglected 4o Avok at my right knee, and juat as I thought everything was
fine, someone said: "Oh Betty, look at wun kneee”. I looked and there was
the entine /meecap exposed blue white, and a hole the aize of a g/zapef/zuii in
my hose! I was mone frightened oven what my Grandmother would do 2o me than I
was concenned oven the hunt, because I had disobeyed and broken my promise #o
her. I had 2o walk home and by the time I walked several blocks and climbed
those steep osdepdiup the /u,d 2o the house my knee was 40 suvdlen it was iwice
its natural size.

My Grandmother sat me down in the kitchen and boiled some water and made
me putmy foo in a dishpan and then pouned the boiling waten oven the wound
(40 prevent infection) and hept pouning it over until I could stand it no
dongen. This #neatment [ had 2o nepeat eveny day fon several days. I was sonny
and ashamed that I had disebeyed, and when I went #o schood I was punished even
further because my knee was atill oo suwdlen I couldn't get it unden the piano
2o work the pedal while I played the schood manch for the childnen 4o manch
into thein nooms! I atill have the scar on my knee. A.few years later I was
2o apffer even mone % compdications from this fall.

Schood in the far West is different from the south where I had been
attending., In Idaho the winters ane quite severe and the basements of the
achoods, at that time, wenre outfitted as playgrounds for the children at recess.
This was quite a novelty o me and I enjoyed (%,

One day I went %o he wmc{owled?eio sharpen my pencil when I saw a
sight umch 4o this day IANivid in my mind, I stood and staned, fon there
before my eyes were hundreds of sheep 6&:19 driven doun from the mountains o
the va,U ey forn protection. The teachefet me atand there and look, since it was
a,(l“’io me, It fook quite a while for the shephendas fo drive thein sheep past.
fvefzwheﬁf: wene M%/Leep, except once in a great while you wuld see a black
one, [ AW these days are over fon such drives but it was a sight 1'U
never fonged.

One Sdtunday afternvon I went fo a city park close Zo the centen of Houn
with a group of children from our Sunday achool for a picnic, and while we
wene thene I heard someone yell "Run for the bandstand - the honses are coming’.
I followed the rest of the kids, and, aften neaching the bandsiand, stood and
watched, Here came a thundering herd of beautiful wild horses that had come
doun from the mountaine, They cincled #wice and then left for the main part
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of doun. They galloped doun main atreet - one became 4 {rightened he went
through a big bay window of the city bank - but was able #o extricate himself
and left with his herd, I seemed these honses usually came down about twice
each year, and some of the natives always iried 2o dasso one on mone of these ’
beautiful animals, but it wasn't always successful as they were powerful and r ﬂ r
extremely dangenous, ‘ /’
I was, in 6925:ueenadiﬁm§9d:&ng,aoguw1iedwu‘ftthem§}d4 of the 4 %
wild Weat, continuing with my piano and dancingessons, 1 had the pleasure o
of being in several local aevues 4o endertain and then I hearnd a New York
atock company was coming to put on a variety show called "Purple Flashes”.
Everyone from the dancing achool nied out fon variows parts, I didn'# get
anything outstanding undid the very lasi day when the atan of the show became \|/. }P
AL and couldn't do hen pant (just Like the stony books). I was chosen, and. f
2o my delight, was a otar once in my Life with |3 changes of costumes! Ok \
what fun!  But—pothingewer—came—of-thot-eithen—=pertaps it war st M 'w)
hat had-the—fua! WMot aa a ?wazl, LRl 3
One more event in which I entened #umed out o e quite a thnill and
that was the state spelling contest, I made it Zo the last and uvn "Best
Spellen inithe State"! So much for my, thrilling accompliohments because
from here on many things M'ﬁmod 2o be in my favon.
However, Life was very pleasant for me that year - I even went #o
Vancouver, (anddd, with my Grandmoither where she went eveny year 2o buy her
furs and woolens, I had also been enrodled in the Nashville Con,dexwai(m;; of L "ﬁ
Music where [ was ti finish my achooling iff addition to Aiud&/advancec{ plano. / |
Uhernasmcn annived Iruma ol At [ yes 4oy oo o Doy besnith i 4 yuv
Mother and brother. I, of course, wanted fo see them, but didn'# nealize i, J?{,
the full meaning of it even then, At that time the irain #rip was a long %

one which necessitated one full day, one nite and then most of the next dag/ﬂ/
eiimg,Anionucago,w’LmeImaioc/zmeiﬂwandgom%m The Jﬂ/lpj
gouple who shared the compartment with me seemed quite nice, and when we had ﬂ’ v
a four hour afopover in Kansas Cdgfc/waeio-a:éayonﬂwimnnm%enﬂwn /l,’/]/);’/j’{
take a chance of getting loat and misedng my train, After I had been sitting Ay /;fl v
there by myself bored Zo death for quite some time my compartment mates ne- J"J ‘j}//\
turned and ask me to accompany them ora sightseeing toun, which I readily v
accepted, and fhoroughly enjoyed. When we arrived in (hicago I knew I had a
long wait before I was 2o change #rains and proceed indo lowa and the young
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couple again invited me o go with them || that they uvuld take me fo thein
bome and also on a tour of (hicago, and see that I was back Zo the terminal
in time to catkh my train. 1 thought this was extremely thoughgful of them
and neadily agreed #hat I uould go. Howeven, when I stepped off the traing o
dady in a uniform walked up Zo me and asked if I was Betty Lavis, I said "yes"
and she said "come with me", I told hen that I had been invited by this coupée
o spend my waiting time with them and that they would see that I caught my
train 4o lowa on time. The uniformed lady said "I am gonny 3 but I have
inatnuctions 2o keep you with me in the teaminal' [)[’ Z?und out this lady
belonged #o the "Ask Mr. Footen Tnaveling fgency” and that my Mother had
condacted them 4o meet me and keep me with her, I was furious but had no
choice., Laten, my Mothen explained to me that she had saved me from a Life
of white slaveny. This couple was necruiling young ginds for this purpose
apd I have always been thankful my Mothen had foresight enoggh o have me
chaperoned,
A caught my train into Marion, lowa and arrived in the early afternvon.

My brothen met me at the station and #odd me Mothen was working., This was
news 1o me as I knew my Mother had groun up in an ena when most uvmen did not
wnrt. She was in training for hairdressing in a beauty shop. My brothen
also told me that he was @ing do take me Zo where ihey Lived before he ook
me 2o see oun Mothen, I wndened why, but he explained it laten. fe Fook me
o an apartment above a bank in the doundoun section of the city, which sur-
prised me because, all the time I was Living in luxury in ldaho, I supposed
they wene living in the family homestead, He said he wanted me Zo see where
they Lived firat because he felt it would be a shock #o me and he didn'
want oun Mother o know how I might feel as it might hunt her feelings
tennibly - mainly because she couldn'? provide betten Living quariers forn us.

The antiquated building was terribly depnessing, We entered what was
the Living room; it was a hugh aquare room with one chain, an odd otudio
couch and a table with a lamp on it. Next was the kitchen and dining room
combined, The old gas stove was run doun, and. the table was a card table with
dup chairs and a crate for a third, : ‘

We then approached the bedroom; a double bed, an old chest and a chain;
beyond, this uas anoither noom which senved as Chauncey's bedroom and conaisted
of only an aany cot! I was truly shocked, thinking of the home I had been
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diving in in ldako, but I could see the neasoning my brothen had by not
wanting oun Mothen 4o be hurt, I% seems they had, a short while ago,learned
2hat my Father did not intend #» come back 2o ws and my Mothen's Aunt and
Grandmoithen said they did not want ws Living with them indefinitely and that
wewould have 2o get out and earn our own Living, My brother had a Job
working from 5:00 aum. until achool Eime, and after schood from 3:00 2l
10:00 pom. in a drug store, Ao time went on I found I could supplement
our meagen income by playing the pianv in the picture show - an hour and a
half in the afternvon and two hours at nite. Cven in those days I neceived
82,00 an hour forn this work. I couldn' see over the dop of the upnight - {4‘*""‘0
20 my Mother sat beside me at nite and Holdd me what v p[ay dothat it
upuld go along with what was 6ecn9, shown on the acreen.. In those days we
also had o nead all the conversation, 1 was happy to be able 1o help with
the expenses at home, ~ dward ferx () -

This e routine of Living went on for a few months uhen one day my
Fathen appeared and said he wuld Like 1o nejoin the family, and that we
cowld all move o Florida, This made my Mothen very happy and, of counse,
Ao see our Mother happy, made my (maz%efc anc[ me ov@yoged because she. had
been through a veny tnying time, . WAy et

We moved 2o Jacksonville, F.[O/uda ana’, since it wa44a§.mung dhe a[epﬂ.ean,
jobs wene scance and my Father had Ao take.a 406 with the Flonida fast (oast
Railway which necessitated him apending a good deal of his time in 5%,
Augu,oime
I attended John ngu_e Junion High ffjfjjoéd/u : igba%anvdée at this time
and we had a nice little home once mcm.e lnue 4o youth, we ﬂwug}b{ oun Little
uprdd was all patched up, |

Since both oun Mother and Fathen uprked, and we only had one car, we
would all stant out in the monrning for work and achood. We let Mother and
Dad out and then (hauncey and I would take the car and go home and wait until
achood time. Once in a great while I could falk my brother into teaching me
how o drive, One Saturday when there was no school - I rode along 4o ake
my parents o work, and aftern we let them out I stanted o move up into the
front seat opposite the driver. [t was a Tudon automobile and my Brother
decided he uvuld tease me a bit and Zold me that "servants ride in the back”
and that I couldn't ride next o him, I was furious and sat in back behind
the front seat and pushed with all my atnengith, hoping to meke it fold oven.
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He, in Zurn, had moved over Zo the centern just enough to keep the seat Lrom
fodding, The madder I go%, the handen I pushed, andaﬂimwegoiﬁorﬁehe
ol wouldn'® Let me out of the can, 4o I%%%WI caught him
unawanes and poohed him hard enough o where hé -Grake the windshield,
Immediately we wene allies - and uvndened how in the wordd we qould tell oun
parents, We concocted a stony to the effect that we had parked the car

whene some kids were playing baseball and they had hit a ball into the wind-
shield and cracked it. We boith styck to this stony when ourn parents came home
and ourn Father apparently believed it, However, we boih were 40 conscious
stnicken that, after a week had passed, we confessed to Dad what had really
hapoened., He todd ws he knew from the beginning he accident couldnlt possibly
have happened the way we said, and that he was just waiting for us o confess
2hat we had Lied and fo apodogize. I guess this was oun finst big lesson in
aluays telling the tnuth ro matiten how it hurt, We felt much betten that we
had confessed, and felt sure ourn Father was proud of us.

During my attendance at John Goania Jr. Hi I met a goung boy that I fell
for ghite hard, His name was Lawnence Powell, and we saw to it that we met
fon recess and lunch time on the pldygﬂoum:b. This young, boy was 2o play a
majon role in my grown up yearns.

One incident that has stood out in my mind happened when I was 1% and we
wene living in Jacksonville. . One Sunday a gird friend of mine named {dith
Schuantz and I decided we wuldilike #o take a walk and go to anothen friend's
bouse. My parents said it was alright but that unden no cincumstances were we
o meet some boys and get in thein can and go fon a nide with them, We went 2o
the friend's house and stayed there a couple of houns. When we atanted fon home
o boys drove up 1o take our friend (and hen friend) for a nide, Edith and
I wene invited #o go along and they said they uould drive us home. We declined
and #odd them why - but we wene outtalked - and we neasoned that since thene
were four girls and fuo boys it would be safe enough o nisk disobeying what
my Fathen had #odd ws, especially since they were only going o drive us home -
not for a dong nide. So, we god in the can, and they drove us home.

When we arnived Edith and I go# out and went indo the house, My Father
was waiting just inside the doon and #odd me o go Zo my bednoom, I wend.

He fodlowed me in and neminded me that we had been #odd not % get in a car
with any boys. I tried to explain that we had not been out niding with them

o



and that they were just bringing ) home, eic. , but he would not ,Lc.a:éen and
he Zodd me 4o oidp offmy c[oiﬁexlb doun. 4o mg undies and then he proceeded v
whip off kis belt and gave me a sound strapping that left the print of the
pelt on me, I was 4o hurt and humilitated,at the age of (4, because I didn'z
think [ desenved this, zhat when he finished I didn't speak Zo him - and
nefused 4o speak 2o him forn oven three weeks! This was the firat time I had

/zea,dghaa’am’upp and I thought it was unwarranted, .

{ just pnekudl;,c meniwnej my {riend Edith Schwartz. My association
with her arvse ( 403(: the fact that her parents ouned the house we nented in
?@c&donvdlelbé;ld iheg det us rent it with the undenstanding that we would let
Edith Live with us 40 that she could attend school in JACksonville instead
of whene they lived, which was St. Nichodas, a suburb of South Jdcksonville.
We became veny good ¥riends, and as time went by I learned o know hen three
phothers, Albert, Dan and Harny . Albent was veny falented on the piano
and also plaged the organ in the Jewish 3 yfnagogue. [ often went Ho hean him
and marveled at the fact that he played only by ean in any tempo he wished.
Although I enjoyed attending the synagogue veny much - and ofdsn (dith attended
our Sunday nite (hristian Endeavor services at the Presbyterian C/Lub‘cfz. her
parents broke up our close friendship because they did not wish her Zo attend
my church, However, hroughout many years Edith and hen brohens were sincene
{niends of mine. I chenish the thought.

In about /927 we found it necessany o move Zo Ocala, florida, m‘te.n.e my
lathen had obtained uonk,  This funned out Zo be one of the moot nostalgic
periods of my Life. I regretted leaving Jacksonville fon one neason only and
that was because 1 had just begun o get better acquainiked with the young man
named Lawnence Powell that I met at John GorrnieJunion High., We planned o
keep in douch by mail. flowever, adf ime went by and we tried o exchange
lettens (we {ound out later) that my Mothen had intencepted his dettens £o me
and his Mother had .('nie_/t.cgpied my lettens o him ( they boih i’wug/b‘é we wenre
too young o get s0 senious) and therefore we each ﬂ/{ougfuf Zhe othen had
neglected o wnite and eventually we both quit wniting.

I stanted attending Ocala High Schood and, of counse, met a loi of the
yung. teen set and enjoyed them all veny much. 1 made some {riends thatl Fans
kept throughout my adult life and atored awag! many happy memonies that I shall

canny 1o my grave,
= Y
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Letween the new friends that my brother made and those I @l met we Y g
7

had quite an active gocial Lr'_fe. Among 1hose we met ws;[@’f‘a) ’/'{-e Sm,u‘/l_, [L;(.J‘i'
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Billy Barnett, Dan Hunnicutd, Zimmemman 7 ourrtend) ;?:I}Jg Cc;';n?’an’ mﬂﬁeﬂ", oy aV‘f ;i 5

/’\/ Eileen and Newton Perry, Verna Ml epd and many. othena, BLU,y il

- beautiful Aenon woice and sang at many civic affairs. In fact, he entered ~, 4 ¥
) . =
b the Munten Kent Radio (ontest that vearn (1927) and uon "Best Tenon in
. ) RF[()ﬂir/a" with me at the wa piano 4o accompany him. e wene 40 proud and
n :

we went o Jackaonville o try out for a year's free Autoning at the

Le
.

[ pJackaonville Schow Jr;{f Music.  Speaking of ainging: one of the moat momantic
e l))lv 1 '\ :j and. nostalgic memnies I have of Ocala was of the quariet of ywung men that
_' o sang just for ourn own pleasune, . There wene four couples of ws that went

Aogether quite reqularly ( uxz,(/emé moat everywhene as_none of k us had cans

at our disposal all the Lime, ) We would g0 3? the theaire and then walt all

the ginds home finst - and many wxemmbidhtxovited nites uhen there was £fa

full moon the fellows wridd manch doun the middle o { the atreet (most of

1hem were u npaved at the time and thene was noi much i‘/za;ffi_c) 4dnging 4o

the dops of thein glonious wices. I could hear most o f this as I was woually

the last ginl they ook home as 1 Lived the furtheffest, .Scymyf) £ thein

favonites were (Foun Leaf (lover), Theres Gonna Be a Picnic in thePark Tonite,

By the [.i__g/vf of the dee/:gz m()()}l, “and rf-jeg, 0’ ﬂ}y fleart, At midnite thein

voices carnied a dong ways, 6@%1; ’g,{’ the neighbons complained.
We also dook urns gathening at each othen's homes fon taffy pulls and

{udge making, in betueen Zeaching each othen the latest dance steps. What

fun!  One Hakdowe'en the four couples I went with - and the four couples

my brothen wend with (theg were all senions, we were .dop}/zm)_/z.%} go Logethen

and plaved some praonks on 2he schoold, !’-’y groUpD saw 4o-it-hat w& put a goat

in the basement;- the senion oroup put a cow in the principal's office! Needless

Ao say there was quite an investigalion - and the senions wene tinally derdjﬂied

and were suspended Lrom Acfwolf Oaf%w%%édemém aitding in the classnoom dooking

out tht window watching tw cans of the seniogns § riding round and mound the

block cincling the achood duning schood hours disnupting classes b until finally 11

they let them back in schood. 2 L
Anothen memondy adands out in my mind because the same' group of sophmones

wuld get up at daylight on fﬁj_nc(ag moaningd, m gummen and winten, and nide #o

Silver Springs (in wim’:ejzﬁ;f/zeeg,éng, o death) ardl g0 awimming. Since the Springs

waten is 72 degnees the year nround, we dared each other 1o jump in and wee who LSZ M

uould "chicken" out, It was such fun - ' :
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Silver Spnings at that time was quite primitive and we called it "the
odd swimming hole" There wene none of the modern buildings esthaztine -
ondy a float out in the waten toward the head of the Springs where we uvuld ;
always awim out 8% fo nest and sun bathe, Newton Perrny was the Life Guard Yyic' 1 / !
2hene on Sundays and flolidays and also @@ the only person that I ever knew * -
of that wuld dive into the head of the Springs, defying the dangen due o - ({’_,u o
the thousanda of gallons of waten pen minute guohing out. Fon this neason
the Pathe News company went 1o the Sp/u'ngA sevenal Limes and Zook pictures.
I was in the group once whene we ook undemwaten photos that wene shoun
nationally on the mg%éwa. e wene paid $10.00 per hour and only wonked
five minutes out of each houn and wene furnished beautiful bathing suits |
by the (ataline Bathing Suit Compcmg do, adventige thein paoduc -fana” we . : / 7
also could keep the suits, —— ’M yﬁ,m&%./f; it o
One Sunday moaning (August 1, /9}( 1o be exact) a girl friend and I
decided we wuld go o the lake and go awimming, I weni into the bath house
{o change into my ouit mmd when a terrific pain hit me in my right side
and I found it quite impossible 1o even get up from a sitting position. My
{riend called for help and I wbund up in the Monrwe Memonial Hospital that . *
afiernvon for emengency surgeny. m c{o}cig{/& yag. name(i 0/1 éugene Peek and /L
he-was Mawn of Ocala at the #me! fl/e mfo;zmec[ me cmd mg paxzen,ff_l that this
atiack had been 6/zougfa‘ on by the fall I had had wixky with the honse in
ldato! The fall had Aonn my right ovary, which. in time had infected and
caused my appendix zfo/ f become infacted ét@f) almoat 4o the point of bursiting
Hlence the emengency, and both the ovary and the appendix were removed,
[ was #old later that my brothen had decided that he would watch the operation
widh my Dad (it was permiasible in those afagA} and 40 ;t‘.heg went into the
operating room. My Mother waited outside andfg/le /qu_d zf/zai (Chauncey came
out of the openating rom dooking po/_ldx_ve,[g ‘oneen”, He dodd her that
everything was ging fine until the doctorn stanted pulling out my intestines
Zo find the afpendix and all of a sudden he /zecdz.ged it was "Betty" and he
could stand it no longen, I was blessed wd/!,/mém;,{'/uen& Ariait=me. and
numenous foral gifia, My {riends 2he Scflwwz;ég even dmwve doun from Jacksonville
20 visit, which I appreciated very much, One day my brothen smugoled oun
,MZWLQM was a beautiful
wkty indined 4o hund,
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peldng , Jingles, in #o see me! Up the back 4:&&.:@4
Lewlten Setten, liven and white in color, and: Hortishi
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Although everything. seemed 2o be going. well with my /Lecunejrcu‘wn, il
nevertheless, {found that L wa/.fwi able 2o return o school as quickly as [
thought, I had trouble climbing the slains, and evewlho' the teachens ne-
arranged my classes - that I could attend classes ondy on one floon [
found that the steep stains deading up 1o the achood's finat floon wene
more than I could do at that time, hence I had o stay home a Little dongen.

My brothen and his best friend had an odd |7 car which they named
opprm;a[mdf; - cause ﬁf‘% " and it was quite a populan item among the {Jy il A
Aen,umfi, ky they had n on the rear of the car and a mailbox on the
tront whene the ginds wrnote them rotes, ete. It was a neal fun thing and
everyone ook pictures of it and rallied around the boys dunring neceas
and before and after achool. o However, one day (Chauncey had panked Oppontunity
in front of the 10¢ stone on the (ourt House Square and while thene a fire
broke out somewhere and the huge new hook and ladder nuck iried o turn the
cornen these and det demrdished Opportunity! The only good thing about it
was that there was a fain amount o { insurance paid on it and (hauncey was able
1o afford a betten can!

Oun home Life was fust not all we had hoped it 1o be because oun Mothen
and Uac seemed 4o be having frouble again, One Sunday afternson while I was
nesting I heard arguing qodng. on bedween them and it seemed that my Dad was
talking pretty ugly 2o my Mothen s0 1 ool up out of bed and walked indo thein
room just in time o see my Dad raise his hand as if Ao sinike Mothen, 1
immediatedy atepped in front of hen and caught the blow myself, which felled
me, and caused my incision o break open and necessitated my having o go Ao
the docton and had 4o have drainage tubes inserted in my side. This, of counse,
set back my necuperation perind even furthen and I couldn' attend achood for
xy quite a while longen.

A short time after thal my Mothen seemed o have disappeared and we all
upndered what had happened, On the Ahird morning of her absence my Fathenr
called the fuv of u 4 ;blﬁ.im and Aodd us that he thoughit Mothen had left for
good and that he didn't know what o do as he had #o work and he couldn't
leave us alone. He said he thaught the best 2hing 4o do was o put us in a
ket boarding school whene we would be cared fon. We were pretty broken up
over his ;- howeven, ihe dwet veny next day Mothen neturned and said she
couddn 't stay avay any longer because she was afraid Dad would pat ws in a
achool aomewhere and she wouldn't know whene we wene and wuld never fonrgive
hersel{ for having left us, How glad we were 4o see her - and nealized she :
knew just what lad wuld b do with us. That nite when bad saw that Mother pe Gl

/ 52 ,? 5z 2 /) 9 A7
had returned he packed his baga and e ft /burwel/f, _..',:-:_7_!; ¢/ )z
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Now my Mother was faced with Arying Ao eann a Living for us by herself

again, Dad left her with a house fuld of furniturne, Hwo children and §18.00

in cash! She decided we wuld have 2o leave Ocala and return 4o Jacksonville

where she probably could find employment of some kind. So we packed what we
could in oun Lidtle tacky aulomobile and took off. We rented a big fuv stony
house ad 912 Oak Street in Jackaonvilde and rented the upatains rooms out for
enough o pay the rent and Mother and I Zook the dounatains bedroom for
ounselves, (hauneey returned o Ocala o slay with his friend Doyle Smith

and his family 40 that he could finish schood. Ao s0on as he finished he

joined us in Jax, and Aecu/zed a job with Western Un,um / eleafcap& (o. de[x_ven#mg

telegnama, Mother | 3 u)n,w,f d

:fc)\Q c{e_ 0/&.%" b f.' and her posion

Mm zfo z‘/z
My Mother stanted a Little nestaurant with delicisus home cooking and

was doing fine and we, % pl egv;ég of éufomeAA from wonking people but one day

she was Lighting thejgas bt Tzéf—e:t ewém—md it blew up and something atruck

hen on her head! We had 4o take s o the docton and she tad atitches.
é@(f\fmce my Mother was a frail tiny person only five feet tall ana’(qf she we.ighed

100 lba, she was f_’a%, / she noturally didn'% bmdl have oo much atnength, This
accident ended her carcer as m the proprietor of a nestaurant. She then
secuned a position with a dentist, Dn, A, W, Parker, who was willing 4o Arain
hern fon neceptionist wnk as well as assistant fo him,

For some neason that I have not forgotten Mothenr }zaaf 150 eftd Ao nites
away {rom home, am#le;ﬂ't me in the house, Thene u.u;JLiﬂ M. /toge/w i Aooried
with ws and we she felt psafe o leave me in ithe house uhile he was there.
Since my baother and anothen young man unnked long. hard houns with ggilestenn
Union, she couldn't count on them staying with me nites, One nite as [ was
preparing for bed I foolishly left the window shades up while undressing, and
[ stepped into the bathroom which adjoined our bedroom and uhile thene I heand
the front doon open and shut, I thought it was one of the nromens and
distened fon them 2o go up the stairs - but heam‘i no, footstepa, [ was qflittle
concenned 40 I opened the bathnoom doon a smilds wr%mm‘ and peeked out, [
looked al ihe window beside my bed - and the end Hable in front of it,which
held a damp and a jan full of pennies that I had been saving, While I was
dooking I noiiced the window go up and a white hand come in the window and
pick up the Jan o;f pennies, [ was scared ;:Z(y and felt :bzapped in that bathroom
especially aince all the window shades wene up and knew that if and when I
Zried 2o leave the house I could be seen. [ still remembened that I had
heand the front door onen and shut and [ felt sure that thene was somenne

- 27 -
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in the house, I often think of how I must have looked - in my pajamas -
crawling on my hands and knees (lower than the window 4ills) Arying o

get Zo the front dvon #o run out of the house 1o a neighbon tuv doonrs doun.
[ made it without mishap and was careful to close the dvar as I left. That
seemed 4idly laten as [ bnew someone was still in the howse. Howeven, dhe
neichbon called the police and we all went back andl went #hrough the house
and checked it out, When we a/vu_%ol 2he ,ﬁ'wnzf dvor was sianding open and
it confinmed my thoughts that “,.,-l,,‘,,, RS g fad .-'*;;-.. * Anguy,

a couple of blocks doun the stneet a m,&_ceman 9fimnd 7 pocketbook 1hrown
in the stnreet - and what Little money I had-gere [t )7 e ofien thought how

lucky I was o have nothing more drastic happen 2o me that nile,
CWimcM 1928 was a sad one for all of ws - nwatly for my brothen

and me because we saw our Mother ey ¢ mvw:l all day simply because she was
unable 10 buy gifts for us for ilze/i,&/zgzi time, I nreceived only one dift
and that was a beautiful hand made pin cushion ( shaped, Like a heart and in
pink, blue and white riblon) given 4o me by my best girlff friend Grace
Timmone., [ j/?.ea,duﬂe.a' the 9,(.& and 2o this c{a!; have it wrapped cafle,fuu y
and placed among. my douvenind,

During the summer of 1928 I had an experience which is s1ill quite
vivid in gm muui One Sunday in he sumen I had just neturned from Sunday
School and as a/uuw_ng, home I found that Mothen had #wo gen quests that ot
[ had come #o know aince she wg unnked with them in New Smyna., One man

was in his 409 [ presume and Zhe other was a young. man in hisa 20's, Afiejz
visiting a while they announces they had 2o nride Ho Jucksonville Leach
Ao meet a business acquaintance of theins - but wwuld noi be gone Zongj
and asked if Mother and I would Like iorz,t_a’e with them, Mothen said she
couldn't get away right then fon wme reason on other - but said it would
be alright for me 2o go with them if I chose. Since I had Little opportunity
2o go 2o the beach in those days, I quickly agreed and thought it would be
quite a Lark, '

I understood them to say that they were 2o meet thein friend a shont
distance from Jacksonville Beach propen, 40 when we armied and continued on
through the main part of the city [ thought nothing of it untid we passed the

apod wen whene they said the man was fo be waiting fon them, [ remarked that
I d hought msaibl g we should sop and wait fon him because we might miss him

should we continue on. They d:ng/zeg?’ with me and continued on down the
_ - . L

J



deseried lonely part of the beach, Finally, they decided o stop upon the
pretense of waiiing ﬂm. thein friend at-Aasd, They proceeded 1o Zake out a
blanket they had in the car and sl apread it on the sandd We werne 2o 4it
there and wait - howeven, the older man seemed 4o be laking a walk down #he
beach uwhile the younger man stayed on the blanket with me. I# wasn't dong
uttil I realized things were not going acconding Ao what I had expected and
I found myself .in a situation 1 scarcely knaw bow 2o handle, The man stanted
dome. amoroud approaches and 1 tried 4o aop him by reminding him that his
friend was jusi down the beach and might return at any time. Upon that
nemark e 9ot up and ordened me o di the same, wheneas he fokk the blanket
and instructed me to alimb up the sand dunes whére hé wend, I had no choice
as he was holdding my amm and then when we arrived at the spot he chose, he
ondened me again #o lie doun and remove my undenclothes, I started ighting
and the next thing I knew I received a blow 4o my head which bnocked me doun
and almat outs I was completely bexide myself by this time and started
screaming, He diied 4o stop me - but I continued - hoping his friend upuld
come 1o mg neacue (how naive can wu get??), Fynally, I screamed as doud
as I could :  "Dean God - if there is a God - help me now". The young man
dooked at me nathen sirangly and said: "Ane wou really a virgin?" I said "Yes",
Whereas he got up, put on his clothes and todd me 4o do the same and then we
proceeded back 1o the can - met the {riend doun the beach and went back #o
JKSOWILLE, ALl the {M&q home I was oo {rightened 1o speak and just prayed
we uvuld make it home without furthen trouble.

lie finally arnived and I nan into the house - whereas my Mothen fook one
dook at me and knpw domething was the matten. The men lefid, I could hardly
talk coherently and she asked me what they bad done 4o me. She sapw my face
whene he had hit me and she suspected the wonst, I was 40 nervous and paniced
2hat I couldn'? 2alk, My Mother called a docton and I had 4o g0 through an
examination which funthen pani,ceog me - but Mothen said if they haccf Lé%ramed me
she uould pp them in jail. Cf counse, I was alnight phusically tat adten such

a {riohtening experience sthe docton had o give me something for my nenyed,
Yes - God had savedsme) v . eilcvotf o5 R N g i B b
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1929 found Mother and myself in Atlanta, Gennrgia because Dn, Panken had
asked Mothen Ao go thene and open an office for him. I was able 1o get a

Job with the Southern Bell Telephone and Telegraph (ompany - in #raining fon g7

¥ an operaton. My first pay check was in the sum of 812,50 and how proud I
/

was! While in Atlanta [ met a very nice yung man by 1he name of Herbert
Rasnake, We met at a music stone where I was buying some sheet music. r’/e

s 5 xnxdumgz 0 f
Gennoia [ech /’/Lrgﬁ. I was very proud. 7 hat yean ﬁe earned a beautiful "TY
letter and gave it #o me and alao gave me a Milton fradley pull-oven aweaten
in godd codon 1o wearn it on. I unrk it with pride and kept the letter for
many years - as well as the sweaten - but it finally Aud»;’riiged fo the silver
fish that we have in Florida that destroy uvolens, 1 Liked At anta for the
fine friends I made there, but, as far as Mother and I were concerned, nothing
coudd beat Flonrida forn climate and beautiy.,

When O, Parker finally realized that he could noi commute begween the
oo cilies amd, after a few months, closed the office, u}(v"fxiﬁ, of counse,
necessilated Mother and I 2o move back 2o Jacksonville, We did, and settled
in an apardment in the uppen pard of a privaile home at 2767 Lydie Sireet

wuf’? some neonf e named Roberts, We became pery {riendly with the Roberis
and Mra. Toberts seemed to Like me encaugh 1o suggest that she wpuld be

willing 4o send me Ao coldege with hen daughten, Snanh, 1 had always wanted
2o finish high achood and be able 1o atiend college. However, shortly aften
we moved there M, Roberts had a stroke and Sarah had o come home {from
endlege o wait on hen Mothen, Aboud a r;ewz/m 40 aften that Mr. Robents also
had @ stroke and it Funned out thail aven Sarah couldn't finish school

because she had both hen parents in-e-wheel chairs, So much for my education)
Sarah was a beautiful dancer and she Haught me all the latest ball noom steps
and I was able 4o help hen teach ballroom dancing fon a while. Needless 2o
say 1 enjoyed ihis thonoughly.

seemed. vedy uufe/teaiec[ ﬁ music and therefon Og L%r{{ p [Joi in chgzn.
Lime went on, ﬁe/\made me. "aponsorn” of the I



In 1929 we moved o Atlanta, Geongia where my Mother had accepted a
Job of opening an office for a Jacksonville dentist - his name was On. A, W,
Parker, and he had been hind enoubh %o #rain Mother as neceptionist end helpen,
I ennolled et Southern Bell Telephone & Telegraph (ompany for training to
become an operator. I have the atub of my first paycheck (of which I was

quite proud at the time) in the amount of 812,50 per week!

During my time in Atlante I met & very nice yung men by the name
of Henbert Resneke, He attended Tech High there and wes (aptain of 100
football players. He made me sponsorn for his group end I had e veny nice
Zime ettending games and perticipating in the sociel life. Herbert had a
very strong Liking fon pisno playing end wes fonever buying sheet music fon
ma, I atill have dogens of them end I expect they are collecton's items by
now, I neally didn't like Atlanta veny well, mainly becuuse of the weathen
I made & lot of nice friends - but in the winter it would be nearly dark
by four o'clock in the afterncon, end, aften living mﬁ(o/uda «s long s 1
had, [ didn't Like this at all. :

Before & year was up Dn, Parken nealiged that it was gguw £o be oo
far fon him 2o commute between ac/mnv.o(ie and Atdanta Lo heep his office

going and he wasn'z able %o fmola dentiat 2o W&xﬁﬂxmzm 40 he

decided 4o close the office and mve back 2o Jacksonvilée, This pleased
Mozher and me no end? homvejcﬁm&uim quite upset, and then and there
proposed 2o me! Since [ was barely 17 I centainly wasn't neady for merriage,
He aaid his family Likelme & lot and wuld be plewsed if I should merry him
end that they wuld build us a house and give it 2o"uf free! Nevertheless,
I wes not interested in merriage 40 I just told him we would have fo wait a
while, After I moved back fo Jacksonville he came doun o visit quite often
but thet soon upne itself thin because I was no nearer fo marriage,

A{ivftdumu’.ig Zo Jacksonville | was faced with finding wak, In those , .t
days jobs were few and far beitween - and when wu found one, it certainly

M'ipcymcﬁj 51800ﬁeﬁeekm¢{unadmymdcéowtiﬁematwmmn.
I was luckywhen I found uonk at the (hamber of (ommence as an office helpen.
I really was not trained o be a full-{ledged secretery - but there uws e

dovely lady there named Marion L'Engle Yoyng, who seemed #o Like me, and she
dcdaaahemw[da’bﬁelppelwldtkejob@bu&nm;me. Marion hed justy
been divonced and wws the Mother of a fammnﬂt&éygx/z{ Sﬁ.e,&vedmy
many blocka from uprk - but she walked home every noon fo nurse that baby.
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Mothen cared for the 61651 while she wn/ted. We became Lifetime friends,
cler thet yean she was able 1o secure ex < stcretaninl podition with a lumber
mpany nemed the Flonida [awwumn Red (Cypress (ompany. The (ompany had

Mi docated in Jackeonville - coming from ?.ltquemmp., Louisians, end Merion
secuned the position «s secretany to the cales managen, With hen influence

| Jhemableioagunﬂdpmeiacwexz,wduionmdmy. I went to

wonk for the lumber company ws flile cleak, I oon nealized that I needed , -+
et £ralii o | daked 3 I canld sk half duga in onder o #tkend ;{cf/

Massed Business (ollege in he monningsfon three months. They granted my 4,,_

nequest s0 I had @ busy time - mbm,:awc&vmdéemimg,achoolmiheﬁ A

moanings end Working in the afternoons. foweven, aftern finishing, I was Br‘" '
given & much better position with the firm which peid mone marwe money, [ F;/,u(
wes pp put on the private switchboand (because of my telephone training). fj/ ny
end did atenographic wonk inaa’ddwn. Saonlmnu/urgxi’SOOPefcweefa.'/J

I spent eight happy years with that (ompeny. "WM

It umo also cﬂz/ungtﬁ.wtcmemmyll.ﬁeuﬁenfmdﬂlt. 9. W, Fullen.
Joe wms (ity Dentist at he time and we ettended Rivenside Presbyterian
Chunch todether. We wene "ateady dates” for five yeans, My Mother, brother
end I had moved to South Jackwnville 2o & nice Spanish atyle house on
Sanchez Street. Mp, Rogens, our faithful friend, moved with us. He was a
loilly person and seemed not to requine muwx much from Life other then to wnk,
eat and aleep. So quiet,a person hardly hnew he was around. We had five
bedrooms, thnee baths, and all the "inimmings" gy for the simple gam of
Sﬁ%pmmnﬂu' The house was ouned by a man in New yoakandhema.
conatantly wniting letters 3o us 4o please buy the house - nothing doun -
and the 830.00 per month. We wowldhavei{qvedd. bit, we Zoo, wene Foo
broke 1o accept the offer. Remember - ihu—.ugs depression Limes! '

My brother and I had come #o mwgeiﬁatouaﬂbihenm detenionating
quite napidly, as fan as hen health was wnceaned, It seemed o us that she
had mone on less given up tnying., In 193/ Mother expressed a desine £o "go
home once mone". Home was Marion, lowa uhere whe was naised, (hauncey and
I had ondy ourn joba and it took evenyz‘fung.unndeio pay the rent and keep
the house going because Mother was unable #o work, My brother made me a
proposition and said that if 1'd save my money for a year (what Ieould) gﬁ—
he wudd take whad he mudmd&uldamfoaméf”mve&ks@-m
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andlwdd@veﬂbﬁuivhubome{aaavud {2 wao hand, &dwed:.d
dmdmy6mﬂszaPaadcoupe{mmﬂwﬂMiamonup getting
what parts he needed from a local unecking yand.
 When #he summer of 1933 rodled around I ook Moiher o lowa and left
her in Marion #o visit - w’tde[iookaimnudoChmgotavLadagoad
friend of mine - who had promised o show me around the World's Fair uwhich
was being shoun in (hieago at the time. The #rain I caught left Manion
Aomadwmbe&ueenmih’niiéwdtwinﬂemn/amg. I hadn't been on the
train long when I noticed the conducton coming #hrough checking tickets and
seemingly looked at me as if he knew me. ' He said nothing at the time 40 I
det it pass, Later (I should say around three on four in the morning) he
came through again and asked me if I was cold, I was July, but in loua
and Illinois the nites gedocold aometimes - o0 1 said: "Yes - I am Lrom
Florida - and I would appreciate it if ywu uould tirn the heat on”, I
atill noticed that the (onducton lookedhs if he wanted %o say something 4o
me,  S2ill later the (onductor came through and asked if I was more com-
fortable and I said "fes" Then he said: "(add you by Any chance be
Gwzb'.e Lewis' granddaughter?” His atatement really sunprised me but [
ckly paid "Yes, I am" dle said "I thought 40 - from the finat time you
boanded the #nain - 6utm4n'iawzemaugﬁioapeako{d. You centai nly
dook enough Like the Lewis' that I couldn't be mistaken. Now - (Charlie
meamgﬁiyﬁmemnandeveayaneneapeded/wnhgfdy as for wur
Father /@lﬁCﬁaunceg Lawis) I couldn't say the sage - I am s0rdy.” Then I
ioldhmiﬁaiﬁehada@donmaeveaalyzww6eﬁmeiﬁaicmdwed4dn'ikmw
where he was, Iiﬁoagﬁiiﬁumwdhmeniwnmg,ud!mf&eenmnggma
since the Lewis' had Lived in Marion - and, of cunse, I hadn't lived there
myself for many years, My Grandfather, you will remember, was a nailnoad
man_himsel{ - but had been working in ldaho fon many years.
", 1 had a wnderful vmduu,f/tmyou. {riend, Marietta Broun, and
aeungﬂeh:.gft&gﬁﬂo{iﬁe/@odd Fa.uz. £t was quite something for a
amall doun girl Like myself.

Soon it was time #o neturn o Marion, pick up Mother, and make the irip
back 2o Flonida, My gread-grandmother, Great Aunt and othen relitivesu, agreed
that my Mothen wns iUl - mem‘.a,uy. We all realized that she had been grieving
oveAmyFaiAmandM{aﬁiﬁafaﬁemﬁandcmgmdmmgioeahmie
her Zuom children as she had planned - and seemlingly didn't care £o Live any longen,
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Y. o i
TMW#ieMy/’iquhgtm}ofonmeqnduﬁenweﬁnaUymdeLf/mm—I
got out of the can, took in some luggage, gow that Mother had gotten in
the house Aafely—wdpnoﬂgoﬂyfainigdidﬂwﬂdﬂe_oﬁﬂmﬁvmg 2908
Loon! deeadﬁnedandmymvummutmaugﬁﬂm%dm

& For several months afiter that we kept careful watch on Mothen -
however, several times I uould neturn from work - on church and she wouldn't
be home, I{oundﬂm%'}% 6@ on a busy highuay just standing
andm’tenfaafeedﬁm'aﬁai.ohemdaingdw#ldmeahemambﬁéﬁg,,{p/gmy
Fathen! We neglized domething had 4 be done - and took her 4o sevenal
docona, S&emainﬁumidciiefonﬁeawdiﬁedodvndmidaﬁemgo@
hgough ken menapause penipd, Had it been mone modenn time 4 b #here uould
have been uays 2o help her - but the doctons finally todd me us she uuld
ﬁave&:behodpb%l.'_. iged in q m ) dnatitutio ! We werne aloo #old the
. only hospitalf she cowng Iaﬁig;?guld be Jtﬁ’.?f?ouda State Hospital
at (hattahoochee - but that it was ite crouded and we upuld have fo wait
for an opening. /173 'fwﬂ ) mﬁy /41 < 77/Louz’m./b /1477#4/

Ko s one will ever hknow the neave strain and agony we went throurh
those mokthe waiting fon that opening. ﬂtiﬁdiﬁnemyég_ﬂtuardlfud
several wung couples that we went around with - and that Zook Aurns
~ entendaining in our homes Zo dance, ete. Well, as Fate uould have it, the
nite it was ourn turn o mm%uﬁaéagfwhmnﬂeﬁodpddmm
they uvuld send a can fon Mother #gejnext monning!!?? Now the question
came up ~ should we cancel the party - whex on wiblt it be doo obvious o
Mother that something was going on? We decided it would be best %o go on
uiihiﬁepq&ymahewu&;(] ecome sudpicious and that is uhat we did. My
brother pgid extra special aitentiontaf’tu that nike - and danced nearly
every dance with her - she uas delighted and seemed quite happy that she

was neceidéng so much attention, :
’ Thﬁ mmm ;Zveit'doc/i a knock came on the doonr and
'“weﬁadtoognlainad&edwecouldiv%ﬂwﬁfﬁdaﬁemggingioiﬁe |
hoapital o have teats made but that whe uouldn't 6egone,[on%'andww&i
doon be back feeling hen old self again, She couldn'# take much of any-
ﬂd@m&%ﬁm-and!ﬁadéeenadv&edioia&emyo{ﬁzagpod}am&y
auay, which I did, She went - Like a Little child - doing what she had been
5015’ o do. That mmmg/%amﬂ;w%! ﬂe I even sayié man ery for my
brother sat doun with his head in his hands - and eried for over afehouns .

il



V ¥ here that the six months turned indo twenty-six years, four months and

¥

About fuvhoura after the can left the "Bhone nang and when I -ansvered
it - it was my Mother's voice at the other end of the line. She said: We
had 2o atop and wait fon some gas 40 1 am using the phone 2o cald you -
Just because I wanted to hear yur wice once mre" Q’auoanmag,meu/mi
this did 4o me!

Now we had lost both oun Father and Mother!

Weaeadyc&dt'ikmww’w&wewdddo-6uiwemwedmuoulcl4ﬁc&
ioethuaalongmm‘cauld. TAene:d'ndeakmc/ecameonthedaonanc[

and Edith, Wﬁi twnden. % s wpﬁf’:ﬁéﬁ

iypeiﬁaiwemgldne&{.' /fawi/tey{owuiawtw gtuddyiﬁmtomﬁbiﬁeaﬁad
gone I don't know 4o this day - 6utmmew9mteﬁdtheymeﬂmm

our time of sorrow, i

As it dunned out - we had 4o yveupiheﬁome»mdmkmniedto pid). I”’,P

w0 Jandlond kwuld believe Bt we were buother drnl alaterk  So, we had\l
z‘odo the wuw&meand ch of us nented with {riends.
L : o ou'c,u'ﬁ M@i@amam :’fen.mnemu /"”y,- 1'
aADe i [ean ;.ri'nrr g ' ".‘ &
: SAeumm*f)nwwwdﬁiapﬂoppwmmnnmned
ﬁoy”o#rrmn andfdayedmﬂc her for oven a yean,
The doctons odd us that Mothen could possibly be home in less than
dix months - that is, if hen tests turned out alright, I hurts me o say

Lteen days! An illness such as hens - causes her loved ones 4o BREHABRE ' [ W
a "living dexth” as long as she could not bazemt; putyirn AT 3 ot
 Life must go on - g0 I continued o uonk at my job with the (yoness Y UM/
&mmngandﬁadthemudmuo{ddu&%d&mgw&ave, /i
auppose. Dn, Fu&;ﬂ and [ wene otill going | ax less "dteady”
ever, one a#ezmaon I ran }ﬁz‘a a young manf[ mentioned earlier in

. atony - named Lawnence Po.;éu. It had béen a6ou’l£ aix yery{; ad had seen

him - which ua.d 6e,i'o/¢e fmovedio 0

It du/n’.t take ke
minutes Lo make me /Led.&.;e that ifl.e” {4

1d B 1deh magi. ¥ was .

6e e we eddafténgagmand §59
y ) n.{ongw:tﬁn. Fuller asa "

\
other I was then In t, on October
ted in the Rr_vwmfe Presbyt ,?ac/uonvdle, %
Flouda. My brother was tﬁe only fanily memben I
w0 B




Alter a atay of six months uhihe includedlots of tests, we found that
Pother uwuld not be able 4o come home at any nean date, 40 we #ried #o make
arangements fo visit hen as often as possible, take hen uhatever she could
use and wanted, However, (hattahoochee is _____ mides from Jacksonville
and, since we both were wonking, it uns hard for us o get auay very often.
Neventheless, the fhought of hen spending (hnistmas alone in a big institution
was do distasteful o us that we planned 2o take the long dix drive on (hristmas
Cve in onder 2o be with her (hristmas Day. | .
We gathered the paesents we had planned for hen, a Litdle bottle of
wine, fnuitcake, candy and food for a "pinnix" dinner for all of ua, We
made anrangements fo iake her auny from the hoapital for a few houns and
drove a short distance avay o a 4pot beside the highuay we thought might be
auitable. A picnic in winter in North Florida ion't the moat o co 2y but
the three of us were tvgether and this ia what counted, Mothen was adiant
with happiness o be with her #up children and it did outlheants good just %o
see the amile on hen face, In opite of all the inconveniences, we found
@ measune of (hristmas cheen beside a busy highuay! Never in the wildest
adnetch of oun imaginations did we think we would ever be doing ouch as this.!
The heant nendening part came when we had #o #ake hen back o the hospital
and say our good-byes for however long we did rot krow. She clung 2o ws
and cnied, This spe scene was nepeated many timed in the yeans she sperd-
avay from us, The doctors conaoled us with the thought that WE were the
onges doing the most sufifering because she neadily adjusted after we left,
As we all know - Life must go on - 40 I continued my wonk with the(ypress
Company., 1 thought things were going quite well uhen one day I fainted in
) 2he office. One of my bosses was Mr, L. Co Mitchell, who was the father of
/}, Eﬂﬂ" one of my best friends, and he Zook me to his home fon a reeuperation period,
{yf‘\;ﬁy ° 12 Aurned out I was thare six weeks befone my otrength neturned enough for
VT me 4o go back 4o wonk> Fao, #hat time on I looked upon the Mitehells as &
{ f’w}"},vﬂ my second Mother andfather, and to this day, Lauise, the daughter, and [ W:;;N
(I, veny close fiiends although ghe Yisse dndaiotol, Temessee.  Mneamitins, D ¢
f& a{ 7 Mitchell are gone now but/Heebomenoey will stay with me foneven,
ne I had quite a few dates in those days, and finally settled mainly on one,
Dr. Joseph W, Fullen, a child dentist fon the City of Jacksonville. We
attended the same chunch and went "steady” fon at least five yeans, Joe had
@ acholanship o Fonaythe Infirmary in Boston and uanted veny badly o ake
gdvantage of it, Howeven, at that time his Father was out of uwrk and he felt
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he should stay and continue supporting his Mothen, ngftea, adster and
brother. 1 dalked and talkedflito him 4o convince hip that he iyt g0
ahead af and take advantage of the pppordunity to specialize in his dpeeia!
tidld - 40, finally, he went, fmaagladfo/tﬁim-a.&fwugﬁdmmm
the final outcome that he fell in love with a dental /ngLém:t uhile gone
and ultimately married hen! Oh well - uhat is o be will be,

In the meantimety one afternvon quite unexpectedly, [ ran into a young
man I mentéoned earlier in this sdony - named Launence Powell, I had
been abvut 4ix yeans since [ fmz'dee;};, im - which was before I moved %
Ocala. 1 didn't take veny long 4o el vie realize that the "old hinet magic"
was AWMQ. I think he felt the same 6gmudemdtadeddqm'&9ain
and this time our parents couldn't atop w TR apatot of all this ~
wad ourn marriage on October 19, 1935 in the Riverside Presbyterian (hunch
in Jacksonville, Flonida, My beother was the ordy family menber I had 4o
attend and he was moot unhappy that I had chosen Lawnence becanse he #old me
"a deopard canno change his spots” - meaning, of course, that Launence was
qubfeamu{;pungmnand&edédn’itﬁin}ekemgoodﬁwéandmfm.
How right he uwas! But - at auch a time as this "amoke gets in youn eyes”,

K ot 200 Long after we stanted dating again Launence had @ dreadful
accident one nite while on duty at the big Gulf Filling Station at the connen
of Third and Main Streets in Jacksonville, where his wolfked, He was Zeaching
one of the employees # nide their Service motoncycle - three wheelen - and
was widing on the took-tox in back While niding in and out of the station
into the stnedt, aliﬁougﬁiimaﬂmeebziﬁemmi@ﬂtwmwabi
of traflic, wmg a can appeared out of nouhere and tbe the student driver
+tomped on the gas instead of the brake and Hhregil aunnce wavedoinxdoensxand
up in the ain uhene he landed on the near bumpen of the car they were #rging
%o avoid, it Alten wu Lawnence 9620 the hogpital they found he had a Live
dnch fractune of the skull, which necessitated hia staying in the hogpital
for three weekd, From that time on he suffered from severe headaches sevenal
iimeAagmmdwabmya{dilﬁegmamw&o{%aeddmt o

We apent oun honeymoon in Daytong and Onmond Beach # we felt blessed
that we had a uhode weeh! After ve returned we found a house 45 rent and I
was able to take my Mothen's furniture owt of atorage and use it. Qf-had
a robbeny ahortly after moving in, but wene lucky and found the robber and
necovered clothing and jewelny he had taken,

fo
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mo.oi

e/uAApata” “ ing, of co 2hat Launence waa qui
manand. he-didh '¢-#hink he uaa good husband material. fHow Mgﬁi\'\&d
aiaacﬂaizmgaam.dmfeegeidmgv__e_y_gf

We 4pent ouk honeymoon in Daytone and Ommond Beach - we had a whole week!
Alter we returned we fouaddﬁ?mde ‘ - and Lqm._eiéidkemy
Mother's furniture ﬂio{dioaageand e.i,t/-l;' ce wad uo ,foa _
ammﬁonﬂe busiest conner/ist Jackdonville - on thereabouts -
at?ﬁ‘dm,ﬁmmw \«eum, he on les , in charge o ﬂl.en.i.tecaew
and eanly ne mﬁog (abau,tt/m o'elock) he a4 teaching o young man how

and they wenre ci iy the atation
e, :; 9 0 iﬁefopoziﬁzafaal"
W@_uﬁm thie. a@qpmddirgo

évea /leac[ e o the &mpe.n
¢ Launence hie a,’.c.vemcﬁf/zaduaea{

the andum/w.dpda.&ged{on _“eue/e.a;.n{udmiveme. It was a

very 4 i/uzunuil_c cident, byt yuth and goodl medical cafe, saved him,
#owevea, foa man aften,he juffened terrifid headaches that we all iﬁouyﬁt
perhaps had been canwed\_gifu.a a,{faur. alk &Wy /uf'v
Our first son was born on December 11, 19% and_mae:man.’:&m:(:muenee —,r::la-k
WallacePowett;—EH: Lawnence had by that time accepted a position wd/tﬁ‘(/le Z
National J(ash Regiater (ompany and we were Living in Live Oak, Florida, T Y g
Howeven, Lmemehdaiaded@nkugqudeﬁmvdyéyﬁwﬂmewdﬂuta ‘}”Q
week befone the birth of the baby he doat his job and we found that we would | .fj o ;‘
/mve.fouvewdﬁwmmjacknwaaemaﬂuﬂekbydmvd{; s
andagtévﬂmo;fﬁadaecuudjo&dagam This was my firet inkling into \yr\v,‘
jmtﬁouamwwapm&temmyfuwbmdﬁddwdﬁdcohol (which io what VbR
Yerthen had #rled do Zell me). ﬂ \

- Ay TR B e
I was in the hospital fon tuw weeks fﬂummmﬂmiﬁoazduya}
my Mother~in-law nesented my presence and it was anything but a happy experience,

and went home with my new son in an ambulance, At that time I think even

In fact, Launence uns dating other girls neanly every nite and I was left alone
with my new baby - othen then being in the house with his parents, from whom
I didn't seen 4o be able 4o get much sympathy. I had contacted a lawyer o
iry for a divonce but he advised me #o get situated into a job, eie, before
Iﬂdedpape/w One nitp, however, Launence came home very w early in the
monning - bninging his'date’and another couple with him - a nd they acted as

s e
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Lﬁldmln'iemi.]y;wwz%el md.hme, andlmﬁedguedy
until [ thought evemyone uns gm/i?é émgfg 7 was upstaina) and I pached some
dai/te.dfoamyael{amiéa@amfﬂp-ivedcbwiammdnadedowtioa‘/r.e ‘
dehmihemm Evenything seemed 4o be going fine until I odarted
iﬁemioamdiﬁm[,(awdmg,dd{lookuyioﬂtele#mLawnence.de.yea

and o the right into my Mother-in-law's face! Launence held my ammas vhile
Gnandma Powell o Zook the baby fux from me, Thene was nothing for me o do

but let then keep the child whild I dwk #ook a taxi and left. I went #o

my {riend’s /zome, ﬂhmon%ung,mdfmmﬂtml{dedﬁadcwmeand{aa
2he return and custody of my child,

At the heaning in the (purd, iﬁe?ydgem{omedmﬂaidmefahdn'i
have a family 2o care for my child while I woaked, and since his father did -
Ionlg;u/mdon_e ive if I wanted to keep my childt~ I# was - fon me o
Lwemato'} 0 home with the child until such time as I eould earn _.>
enough money o supply a home and all the other necessities {aawfubf/u,a

1 did, andldipyedmﬁdﬁamefanabauiugﬁiwm%d Then, theourgh a
{riend, Ilemedoﬂmddedyladyﬂai&veda(onewdﬂaiaﬁzwuldm ;
me-a nom and' care for my child while I worked, M# Her name was Mrs; ?e{
“and I stayed with her for over a year - wonkiny days - going home nites-and
uashing and ironing baby xk clothes and buying baby food. Launence, by this
Zime, had whp okipped the couniry and went fo Illinois where he wns.out of the
de&ono;ftheﬂomdawmwdﬂm{naeﬂdn'iipayme%}wgfa %

the upheep of the child, Hey Towd 0 Ptenanny Totgcess
Iwuldhkeioéwowiwmd}wp%dﬁmnevmle#mgmud uhich

occurred while I was Living in the (hildren's Home, I went home from work

one day and the lady in change was quite upset because duning the day my baby
hadgoﬂenhu&iileheadtﬁmugftﬂmmn&wwofﬂwhbybeddﬁuehedept
and, had he not been found when he uns, could have hung himself! I did not
have a baby bed and no money #o buy one - but all the Little children in the
Home, by that tim mquemnmnedaboutiﬁzéaéymdi&ydomtedﬂw
nickled, dimes and pennies toward the purchase of o crib, #r During those days
buying anything on the inatallment plan ums unheard of; however, the veny next
day, I went #o a stone, and fortified with the small amount of money thatd—
had, I talked he managen into letting me buy a baby bed on the installment -
planl I went, faithfully, every week, {for nearly fifty weeks, and;u;pa.dﬂwpv&%
2o get the bed paid for. Laten in life - all my other sons also used that crib.
I was fonever grateful for the children of that flome for helping me as they did.
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Amiﬁupleaamiﬂwgﬁqopenediomem’ulemﬂwﬁom 0&. KMA-&.ng,
mﬁouwwioao{iﬁeﬂwwde?m@iwmawmimmmmm&d,
and. his wife, wen,tioiheﬂomeaeVMMSwdaydmdiookmemdmyMyfoaa
nide, a’/ea‘o.{dme”Bea‘iy I am a minigter - buk I am also a man® and I cannot
go along with @ husband déaying hio mc.jle deom‘fm nmcy,ofuﬂ!.e wndd
_ aaLawmeceMdone.’V ﬂea&anademmgmw {onm-bﬁavemywn ‘,
baptised at Eastertime when he aas, about deventeen months odd,’ At that time .

I had decided 1 didn'% want"§gf baby %o carny hia fathén's name and I had him
christened (hauncey Lemis Powell, 1 felt very self-conacious at 2he altan
witlpmg=alettd - Wﬂwonlylhone-pmniéa,m‘.wmmz‘fm Moud. ”amvu, o
. Dn. Kiosaling, plla‘ieéme on my shoulder and said in an undertone’ ”keep wun - VN
dznbp—evuyiﬁtrgmllbedugﬁi";: D, Kma&n;aédahadmdewangment;
~wdhiﬁebeaipedwbuaanmiom£ohavemméemnﬂdybupaiﬁew
year 2o dell me how %o properly feed and care for my infant - a.up:ee.éome.

W/tenmydonwmiuoyeauoldldeadedibmvem«foanapmbnmtwdh
a friend of mine, gmceMuA, andwewuﬁedanupda.wapwdmd{mma
Lady ramed Nanganet Haugdoh! o730 B¢ Beh Stneet in Jachsonvilbe. Bt wns - -
a find move for me andk both Grace and Margaret turned out 4o bereal falends :
Grace diad many yeans later fnom mulpiple schlerosis, butiMargaret and I are
atil{the best of friends and she is still Living at the same address in Jax.

Wﬁmmymn(maéouiiﬁaeeyemoid!mampwediohmf/mm
my ex-husband - who, supposedly 6yiﬁuimeﬁadmﬂmmdwdﬁndm
M@mdmﬁedmivmw&mandamwovmw Ihad/md
very few dates in those three yearns, and, secretly, 1 atill loved the quy, -
40 ;puﬁave dneady,nﬂigumed we wene re-marnied on October 12, 1940'
Then I moved %o Decatur, Illinois, . uﬁcdtuuﬁmeLmencehadbeenuvmg

@Ui/wdiuneandmaempbyed6yf Tm Mém(:ampany. He 1
hadmdewangemenéd{oaudioﬁavean ladymed/’bw /’4—4’0
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S0, we made plans o neturn o Flonida to Live. Seans offened Launence

the choice of a job, either in Miami, (leamuater or Ordando, We made a

rip doun {0 decide where we wanted o locate and chose Onlands, as we
thought it was a delightful toun of about 59,000 (the same as Decatur, [LL.) .
In June of 1946 we moved Zo Onlando. This was night at the endof Wonld

War 11 also.

We had some dear {riends that moved %o Flonida at thesame time we
did - John and Evelyn (lark and their #up sons, Dick and {?aCK Rental
housing was 40 acance that it was necessany for then to nent an apt at
R Pdynrouth, Fla. and compute for uvrk, a distance of about nulea
did at 1432 Wg, Princeton ﬂve.

Launence wonrkedfor Seans hene until he decided he uvuld be happien
selling real estate - and went Zo achood, procunred his license, and went
xx night 2o uonkfon 50,[ Wv&erwiun. Thie finet month he was in the business
he sold three houses! With ' thia kind of-Aucth—te—ehoseto-go—out-on.hisoun
m&}"’,faél—wk hist-oetdliion, e blde dustoil 2o buidd a house for us and

)

\/%io even&adyaad%ﬁm o fit - Wg/ We build a lovely new
heme af; /422 i ”W’w linter Pank, Fla, [t was a beautiful home -
darge nooms gndeveayt/ungm/mddunyduwdecﬂ We lbved in the home
quite a while and while there met outk neighbors the Miraboa, Kay Mirabo
had been married befone and had tuwo daughnters —oneo,{uﬁid’zmaﬂﬁ e
delightful little midget named Patty Maloney. We just adoned her - and
atill do - and her e e{oagourgoui&nioi&ewddandmhrgauo&a
name for henself. She is)in Hodgwod making movies and TV gpeciala.

A pictune of her will be shoun on a separate page. Patty used o bpby 4it
with my soma, Frederick and Michael, when they were three and four yeans
old;and they were as lange in height as Patty,

While we Lived in this house we alwo became acquainted with some
delightful pesple from Miami named Wewixtaet Wychgel, - Alice and £d, They
otayed in our homa for several months while on a campaign in Orlands %o
paise funds fon the Onange Memonial Hospital, Although fd Wychbel has since
passed on - we still are in close contact with Alice. So many happy memories
weﬁavemiudonedwm;ﬂdmahaﬁedwﬁiﬁw couple, They adored all
oun children - edpeccau;; Michael - and, of counse, this aluays endears friends

to ot parents
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We Linally sodd the big home and located a smaller one in the Lake
Ivatoe Section of Orlando, 118 & Yale Avenue. This uwas a new thnee bedroom
home, dtﬁoagﬁ?‘%dezziﬁmﬁe one we just vacated, Launence, at this time,
hid decided % o open an office in his oun name and this he did - in our home.
I worked as his secretary and he was very successful selling real estate,
Mr. Powell was a natural born salesman and everyone recognized his ability
as such. Flowever, he was continuing to drink heavily and it was becomping
a neal problem on his off houns. fle became extremely beligerent and abusive
2o me and the children after a certain numben of drinks and it wonnied me all
the time, | |

When I was 37 yeans odd I wembizes was faced with the aunprise gt that I
was expecting anothen child, The doctor Zodd me I should not iny 2o have this
child as my health was not good enough, Howeven, I said, I will no# do anyShing
o keep from having this child as it may be the Little daughter I have wanted
for 00 dong - and if I have o spend the entire nine months flat on my back -
d0 be it! Ao it turned out, I uas quite misenable through the long draun out
affain, and vhen I was just past the half-uoy mark £ he doctor told me it would
be another boy and that I would have a difficult time. I iold him 1o do the
very best he could #o guide me through it - and tny Zo see 4o it that I would
have a healthy Little boy - and be nestoned fo good health for myself. As
it duaned out, the baby uas bon on July 23%) 1949, and to save my Life I
needed 8 blood #ransfusions and many extra days in the hospital, Little Steven
weighed in at 9 Lbs % 0gs, ond after a kibble bout with the owygen to get him
breathing correctly, he has been fine and haalthy ever since, a joy and pleasure’
2o amy Noiher.

Our neal estate business had froun wwor sufficiently 40 that we wene able
20 purchase a beautiful bullding located at 2/00 N, Onange Averue, Upstains wms
an atiractive penthouse - doumstains wer was all offices penelled in maka walnut
and moat atirfactive. The building had been built and deeconated by Dr. (harles
Basehoar (who' later changed the apelling of his name o Bayshone - and was
the leading eye doctor in Onlands for contact lenses for many yeans before his

As 1 said before, Lawnence was no onrdinary salesman and made money eveny
Lime he set out 4o work, His failing was aleohol and the family suffered many
times through his abmse . This was becoming mone and mone of a vital problem
and [ was taking measures (outside the home) 2o ;Any and learn to deal with it.



v
It was about 195/ JLu’uzn LTwas 39 on b0 yeans ol{c,{ﬁ' fuklilled an ambition

&t my whole family had planned on for twenty-2u0 and a half years, As I have
written befone, on November 19, 1927 My fathen chose 2o drive of{ and leave us
in Ocala, Florida, Fon the following 22 years we had seanched through eveny
dwurce Ao iry and docate his whereabouts. Eveny now and then we would have
duggestion as 4o where fo investigate, but, after following up every lead, we
had reached a deadend,

[# must have been one nite in Auguot of 1951, when I was in the hitchen
preparing dinnen for my family. By this time I had a husband and fourn sonas,
the wungest being only tup years of age, Lawnence, my husband, came indo #he
kitchen and #old me there was someone on the telephone who wished 1o speak #»
me. I ook up the phone and said "Hello”, A man's voice said Wellp”, I
didn't necognize the wwice and said "MWhat is it that you want?"  There was no
neply and, as I glanced oven at my husband he was trying 2o silently tedl me
"I io youn Father, [ couldn't believe what he was saying - but the conven-
sation wend Aomez’:ﬂing Like this:

"Is 2hat you Dad?” - no anewern . 1 nrepeated my guestion - sidl no answen.

So I went a Little furdher and said: Are wu Chauncey Lewis? Mo answer. [
then said, W if wu are Chauncey Lewis, do wu have a son that carnies youn name
as a Junion. Apawen: "Mo". Well, do you, by chance, have a daughter by the
name of betty? "No." By this time I had begun Zo catch on what was happening
and s0 I said: “1 2hink 1 know the reason wu are noi answening me and it is
because you are surrounded by your second family and, since they do not know about
wur finst family, pu cannot answer’! Still no wond from the othen end of the
Line. So I said: fWe,[,Z, there is no use #rying o continue this xmmex convensation
when I can get no anmwers, Then I heand him say: "Are you ol Living in Ocala?"
Since I, knew that he knew he was talking o Ordands, Florida, he made xzefe/zengw Vs
2o Ocala since that is the town whene he left us,® %ﬁfé‘w Af““z‘k?,v’“ &

Then, I toldd hin it was nice 4o know that he was s2ill alive, that we had
seanched for many years fon him, and that, if it were at all posasible, I should Like
Ao see him one mone Lime 6e,fo/zel it was too late - as we wene not getting any youngen,
He said that he would be going %o C/u'.cagx) soon and that he would meet me there &
I could annange 4o be there on a certain date - in fact it turned out 1o be Augua
(2th - my second aon's birthday. I todd him I wuld certainly make the effort o
be thenre, (x:é éf? ﬁr,%?’tcvmw he said, but that I had a dange family and I couldn't
go do all the] trouble g it uuld take, if he didn'# intend o keep the date, [
wuld centainly be bitterly difsapointed if he failed 2o show. He promised me he
would and 40 we made a date #o meet at a centain hotel in downddun Cfu.cago on



Augu.di (22h at noon. gl
Since it was about the firot of Auguot then - we made our plans do drive 4o
Decatun, [llinois, where we had nelatives and had lived there for seven yeans
ounselves, and from Decatun I wuld take a train into (hi : o4
Lime, /@W%k;{/“ et 7 2 ?""’“‘"’a}e' Y S M O’C“"chfw g X e
You can imagine what a neave stnain I was unden - just what to say and do
aften 40 many years, I had always hought of myself as my Dad's "pet? when
growing up and neven did get over the fact that he could jusit get into his car
and wave "good-bye" and be gone fon such a long time, So when I arnived dt ihe
appo.inted hotel at noon on Auguet 12th, I went e {0 the desk and asked if a
C. H. Lewis was negistened, The (lenk said "No" and I said that he had planned
4o meed me there. So the clerk asked me fo 4it and wait - that possibly he
wuld be along soon. I sat and waited what seemed an eon, and then asked the:
desX clenk again if he had heard from Mn, Lewis et=ati=zet - and he said:
"No, Mra, Lewis, I haven't heard a word”. I explained that I wasn't Mrs. Lewis;
that I was his daughten and that I hadn't seen him in over Awendy-tuo yeans and
felt all along that he would possibly avoid meeting me. The clenk immediately
became caught up in the excitement of the moment and ried o explain o me
that there were thnee didferent time gones in downdoun (Chicago and that he was
sure he uwould be along doon qummirete.
Since I wasn't 20 sune that he uwuld show up at ald - but also @ knew I had
o wait until much laten that evening to catch my #rdin back o Decaturg n ed4
of what happened - I agreed #o go into the dining Zoom and have dunch, hoping
that by the time I had finished Mr. Lewis would have amived, The (lerk said -
"Oh, how hrilling - to think that yu have chosen our hotel 2o meet afiten all
these yeans!" At that point - I wasn't g0 sune it would happen - bui, neventheless
[ went indo he dining noom, with the promise from the clerk that, should he arriee,
he would come in and tell me immediately, I could scancely get my food doun be-
cause, bythat time, I was neasonably sune ithat Dad had given me ithe alip one more
time. Finally I finished the lunch and was about o have a piece of pie when
the clenk came in - ald excited and said "He's here - he's here" Hurny". I
said:  "Wait - [ want gu #o show me which man iy Mr. Lewisl/ He said: "You don't
Zhink wu will recognize him"? I aaid: "Wo, I am centain Iwill not" The clerk
then said: " Well, I am sonny, but you wdl_évemﬁio go 2o the lobby and ook
fon wunself and see if yu knew whihe one i, ” The pie stayed on the plate
while [ headed fon the lobby. As I approached the huge room I immediately atarted
lodking at eveny man in the mom. No ane looked even alightly familian, 1
went 4o the desk again and said: "Please, ain, tell me which men it i (8"
He said: "Mo - just look again”. ||, I really felt stnange and avkward, walking
g 74/%” e Ladin Hhr Clonk = 7% D Ztevn Foved) Ao e Lol
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through that lobby again - and 40 sdowly as Lo allow me %o peer in every man's
face without making myself look nidiculous, I still failed to recognize anyone
that I 2hought might be my Father, I KNG he was not in that lobby somehow -
a0 then [ saw a darge hall that lead from the lobby #o the cocktail dounge and
I saw thnee men standing xn in that room - 2uv of the men were close together
and Zalking - and the third man was standing alone., I walked toward him and
when I was close enough #o be Fouched - this strangen neached out, hugged and
kissed me - and I had 4o assume that he was my long lost father!

We then went #o a davenpont in the lobby to 4it down and have a talk, [
had made up my mind dong ago that I would ask him nothing about his whereabouis
all those yearns - and neigher would I ask him about his present family - if
he didn't want to tell me. So - the conversation was quite stilted with such
things as:  "You aag lokking good - have wu been well all along?” I told him
T i nied arid. foun sons. Since de just couldn't seem to get on common
ground about anything to say - I just todd him that I had %o catch a train back
2o Decatur betwean 4ix and seven o'clock and that, since it was my second son's
binthday, that I thought I would walk #o Manshall Field's Dept. Stone and buy
a gift for him and have it mailed. I Aodd him 4o go 4o his noom and that when
I retunned I would come back and say "good'bye" before we pa rted again, He
insisted on going with me 2o the sone and 4o we stanted up the stneet. He had
Zold me that he had had one on #uo heart atlacks previously, and I was anxious
about his health and walking topfan. He stanted out bravely -Gk we hadn't gpne
but three on fourn blocks when hm he finally stopped and said he gueAAw!ﬂ/Le uvudd
have 4o go back o the hoiel -that he just couldn't make it, So - he did - and
I went on o meke my punchaae,

When I returned #o the hotel I went #o the Zelephone and called his room and
asked if he would meet me in the dounge for a farewell drink - and he said "Ho -
I want wu o come up o the noom as I have Aomeﬂuing I wish o talk #o wu
about” . So I did. As soon as I uwas seated he said! "I am sure there are many
quesiions you have in younr mind as o wﬁg I did what I did", I said noi/u'ng..
Then he said: "I there is anything wu wish to know - please ask ma." [
said - Well, I had aluays imgined that +2Hl marnied a gird that was ot
much olden 2han mysef. " And i furned out that she was Fuai {ive years odden,
Then I asked him why it was i/uuf he threw my brother and myself out on the wonld
o do the best we cuu,[d when éwfu g0 soliticious of his second son and daughten
that he uouldn't even tell them that he had a finst family. His anawen was!



I . M :

I never thought of it that way, My wife knows about yu - but Lindt and Fred
do not - ['U pick up the "phone and dipp the bomb shell right now" I said

Wo - noi for me you won't, Too many years have gone by and it Aeaay doesn 't
matten 4o me that much any dongen,” He said: Wk When I found out uhere youn
Mother was (she had been in a hodpital nearly all the 20 yem) my finat i/loug}li
was 2o go #o her - but then I decided that it would upsefhenr 400 much and decided
againsd i, W I didn'# ge,a him - but my brother and I had decided dong aga
that, sheould he evenr tw@mﬁ the hospital had instmuctions not 2o let him
see hen because we A’ne% upuld do 4o her, Then he told me that he had dpent
hundneds of nites crying and thinking over uhat he had dome and was 40 oy
4o have treated us as he did, [ ook this with a grain of salt, ‘

He showed me pictunes of his new son and daughter (my half-brother and
sister) and 1 showed him pictures of his four grandsons. fle said, well the
three older khildren were alright - but I should have neven had the youngen one
and I surmised from that that he had decided that forty yeans of age was oo
odd Ao start a new family as he had done. It seemed atrange that his new Gon
was named Frederick - and%u%’tday boy was also named Frederick - each of ud
naming them without the other knowing about it! they

He said his wife, ﬂfcmy, was (atholic and that was the readon Jm had not
dodd his second aon and daughter about ua,because, in her chunch, they were not
aupposed Lo marny a divorced perdony &eed Ot ﬂ/wt/ O&ZJ/“’MM 'f’f:’*tﬂ e SRR

We said a tearful goodbye 6ecaw:1e each o,f ud /enew we would never see the
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I found out lcufe/z/zowm husband knew whene to {ind my Dad, Ii@;%%#qw
Mary (my step-mother) had wnitten the (atholic chunch in Marion, loud

out if my Mothen had evern been baptised, Had she not been baptised, ihen &aﬁmW)
children wuld have been legitimate in the eyes of the (atholic (hurch, Little

did Mary realize that, since my Mother and her family /um%éeen in Marion, Iowa

Yor sevenal generations, thal the priest would immediately call my Mothen's family

and 2ell them aéaui‘jfle cal{ Auh‘e fwaunew that My dad had left my Mothen

yeans before thaty 1 /zeal.Lged llater that Mary knew my Father's health was noi

2he best and she would Like fo bimgbinize legitimiféze hen children be Jﬁ)/z.e he cl,Le ce, birn)
She never had her wish - and Pn even monre f)uw:bza,tc.ng 2o ﬂbzgaf?ﬂn‘/ﬁ)i{eﬂ ano.’

Fathern died the same day ( May 25, /962} s did, howeven, Aave my Falthen 6wu_ea.’

in a (atholic cemeie/%-m Detro it, /n.c,du_g,an a ,.}éqf{ a priest prepide seex ﬂte
funeral - and granied his wish that he be buried wsth his Y Masonic apron aachet

Sinee his death, Many has wnitten to me many Zimes - and even came %o Florida and
vigited in my home - but - o this date - she has nevern fold her children about

thein half-brother and aisten.
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A (RABBY OLD UWOMAN WROTE THIS

I# appeaned when the oldd lady died in the geriatric ward of Ashludie Hospital
that she left rothing of any value. Then the nurse going thrwough her podsessions
found a poem. The quality of this so impnessed the staff that copies were dup-
Licated and distributed throughout the hospital.

What do you séé, nunses, what do you see? Are you thinking uhen you are looking at me -

A crabby odd woman, not very wise, Uncertain of habit, with far-away eyes,

Who dribbles her food and makes no neply when yu say in a doud voice - "I do wish
you'd 2ny"

Who seems not o nozﬁ(‘.ceﬂ:.eﬁ,&zg/stﬁ.aiym do, and forever is losing a stocking on shoe.

Who, unnesisting on noi, lets gpua’oaa\gvdwiﬂ,wiﬁéaﬂuﬁngand{eedin% the long
day 2o fill,

ls that what ywu are thinking, uiﬁaim&a:éymaee? Then open wur eyes, runse.
You're not loo/ungaime.

I’L[ie&gvuw‘wfama.a[aiiﬁwdo.dﬁu;Mf‘mékaiyombiddirg,aAIeaz‘.

I’maamddﬂdaﬂimwiiﬁaﬁaiﬁmandwﬁm Brothens and sisters who love
one another, A wung girl of sixteen with wings on hen feet, dreaming that soon
now a lover she'll meet, A bride soon at twenty - my heart gives a leap;
Remembenring the vows that I promised 2o keep,

At twenty-five now I have wung of my oun, who need me to build a secure, happy home.

A woman of thirty, my young now grow fast, bound o each other with ties that
should last,

Atﬁmiy,'mygoung sons have groun and are gone, but my man's beside me to see I don't
mounn; At Lifdy once mone babies play round my knee, again we know children,
mylavedone.andme.

Dark days are upon me, my husband is dead, I.(oo/aaiz‘.ﬁefwtww I shudder with dread,

For my yung are all nearing young of their oun and I Zhink of the yearns and the love

" zhat ['ve hnoun,

I'm an old wman now and nature is crirel - "Tis her jest to make old age look Like a
food, The body it crumbles, grace and vigoun depart, There is now a stone where
once had a heart; k But inside this old careass a wung girl still dvells, and
now and again my battered heart swells, I nememben the joys, I nemember the pain,
and I'm doving and Living Life over again.

I think of the years all too few - gone #vo fast, and accept the stark fact that
nothing can last,

Ao open your yees, nunses, open and see - not a crabby old wman, Look closer, see ME!



